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The Pastor's Note
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.“
- Acts 1:8
Easter is not the end of the story of Jesus. Jesus continued to appear to
the disciples for 40 days. The verse above is Acts’ version of the Great Commission. The risen Jesus gave this charge to his followers: they would receive power
through the Holy Spirit, and bring the Gospel to all the world.
In the same chapter, Jesus ascends into heaven. But in another way, Jesus never leaves them. The Living Christ is with them throughout their ministry and
their lives. And the risen Jesus is an ongoing presence in our lives today. As Jesus
taught the disciples, “Wherever two or more are gathered in my name, I am there in
the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20)
Jesus says the disciples will be witnesses, “Jerusalem”, “Judea”, “Samaria”,
and the “ends of the earth.”
It is no accident he refers to these. Jerusalem is the center of worshiping
God – where people felt closest to God. For us, that might be within our congregation – those whom we worship and serve with.
Judea was the land of their fellow Jews – those to whom the Messiah was
promised. For us, that might be our friends and neighbors – those with whom we
share common values, hopes, and dreams.
Samaria was the land the Jews despised most. They were former Jews
who had compromised their faith centuries before. They were considered utterly
unclean and unacceptable to God.
For us, the “Samaritans” might be people with whom we feel we have nothing in common. We may fear them, or even hold them in contempt. But as the disciples were sent to Samaria, Jesus also sends to share God’s love with those very
people.
The “ends of the earth” meant to those that never heard of God or God’s
grace in Christ. This would be the most challenging, because the disciples would
have felt they had nothing in common with far off peoples. Yet Christ had died and
was raised for all people.
For us, this would be people from other cultures, with different languages,
but who are nonetheless loved by God and offered New Life in Christ.
Easter isn’t the finale. It marks the starting line for our mission: to share the
Good News with all who will hear, friend, foe, neighbor, or stranger. So what are we
waiting for?
God’s Peace,
Pastor Kent
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HEADLINES
May 1—Last Day of Church
School
5:30 Meal
Certificates & Bingo
May 8—Men’s Breakfast
May 10—Ruth Circle, Potluck
May 12—Mother’s Day
May 14—Church Council
May 19—LSH Baccalaureate @
St. Anne’s Catholic Church
May 20—Women’s Breakfast

Check Our Facebook Page –
Zion UCC-Le Sueur MN
It’s the most up-to-the-minute information
available about Zion. Follow us and
share with others.

Do you have a special need
for prayer?
The Zion Prayer Chain members will
pray with you for your special needs.
To be remembered on the Prayer
Chain list, call:
Judy (507) 665-6761, or
Jane (507) 665-3028
Zion United Church of Christ
240 S. Elmwood Avenue
Le Sueur, MN 56058
Phone: 507 665-6441
Fax: 507 665-6442
Email: zion@zionlesueur.com
Website: zionlesueur.com
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From the Visitation Pastor,

Pastor Rosemary Rocha
Phone: 612-703-5555
Email:
Rosemary@zionlesueur.com

Rev. Rosemary Rocha
Dear Members and Friends,

I just came from visiting one of our members who is 100. In a half hour I will visit a member who is 92. I once thought of
these ages as really old – and they are. But . . . in March I turned 70. From this vantage point 92 and 100 don’t seem
that far away!
Turning 70 has made me think about lots of things. Lately I’ve been exploring books and resources designed to help me
consider not just matters related to my physical health and vitality, but matters of the heart and spirit. Turning 70 has
made me think about faith. Not faith in general, but my faith – where I am, where I’d like to be and most importantly how
to figure out where I’d like to be and then how can I get to there.
Here are the books I’ve been reading. The first two, both by Richard Leider, I personally haven’t found that helpful and
only got through a chapter or two in each.
Repacking Your Bags: Lighten Your Load for the Good Life
Claiming Your Place at the Fire: Living the Second Half of Your Life on Purpose
I am finding this book interesting and helpful:
The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully by Sr. Joan Chittister
I bought this book as an audio disc and am listening to it as I drive. There are some meditation segments which I haven’t
yet come to, so perhaps I shouldn’t listen to those while driving lest I get too relaxed! This book is from a Buddhist perspective.
Aging as a Spiritual Practice by Lewis Richmond.
For those of you who are thinking about what it means to get older, I’d love to hear what you’re reading, thinking and/or
doing. Feel free to email me at rar57@comcast.net
In the meantime, let us remember Jesus’ caution to not be worried about tomorrow – may we live today with love, adventure and joy.
Blessings to you in this Easter season.
Pastor Rosemary

W

here there is a WILL there is a
way to be an angel for our
congregation.
Please remember Zion United
Church of Christ in your WILL!

FINANCIAL UPDATE:

Amount needed weekly for budget:
$5,301.00
Operating Loan Balance: $0.00

Zion Herald

Designated Gifts
The following members have designated gifts for
the Radio Broadcast, Bulletins and Zion Herald in
April

Mavis Grimmelmen, Irene Manke, Gene & Pat
Grieves, Allan Mollenhauer, Don & Bonita
Boehne, Elaine Nuessmeier, Mary Jane Voss, Norm
Pioske, Glen & Lois Braun, Daryl & Marva
Heldberg, Robert & Edith Schleeve, Bob & Jill
Palmer, Barb Berndt, Clarice Ziebarth, Vic & Phyllis Rohloff, David & Betty Jo Braun, Herb Krenz,
Ellen Mollenhauer, Keith Lammers
Thank you for your loving support of the ministry
at Zion United Church of Christ.

Zion United Church of Christ
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CHURCH COUNCIL…
The Church Council will meet for the May meeting on Tuesday, May 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room.

RUTH CIRCLE…
The Ruth Circle will meet on Friday, May 10, at
12:00 p.m. for a potluck meal, in the Fireside Room.
Any women who wish to attend are invited to join
us.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED...
The Funeral Committee is in the
process of updating lists for food
donations and people who will
work at funerals. There will be
a sign up sheet in the church entry until May 26.
Everyone’s help is greatly appreciated for this wonderful service our church supplies.
Thank You
The Funeral “Dining Room” Committee
Bev Brandt
Lois Braun
Judy Felmlee
PRAYER GROUP CONTINUES...
Wednesday Evenings - 6:00
We welcome everyone who would like to join us in
this special time of getting to know God and each
other better. We meet on Wednesdays from 6:007:00 in the Fireside Room.

BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIPS...
Join with other members for a nice warm breakfast and time to catch-up! Both meet at Patty’s
Kitchen Cupboard in Le Sueur
Men’s Breakfast: 2nd Wednesday of each month,
8:00-9:00 a.m.
Women’s Breakfast: 3rd Monday of each month,
8:00-9:00 a.m.
BE PART OF THE WORSHIP TEAM!
God calls all of us to use the abilities we have to
help create a welcoming community of faith. We
need communion servers, ushers, greeters, and
Scripture readers. Never done one of these before?
There are plenty of people who can show you what
to do. Questions? Please contact one of the pastors.
Sign-up sheets are on the volunteer table by the
front entrance. Please sign up!

Gospel of Matthew
Bible Study in May
Our journey through Matthew continues. We
will be meeting on May 19.
This is a great time for fellowship and exploring
God’s Word together. You are welcome to join in,
at 10:30 a.m. in the conference room.

ATTENTION: ALL ZION 2019
GRADUATING SENIORS!

The Zion Scholarship committee offers scholarships for graduating seniors of Zion who are going on to further education (college, technical,
etc.) Scholarship forms may be picked up at the
office. Deadline for applications is August 1,
2019.

New Members Classes
Pastor Kent plans to hold new member classes in May (dates and time to be determined). If you are interested, or know
someone who is interested in being a Zion
member, please contact Pastor Kent at (507)
665-6441 or revkmeyer@gmail.com.

June/July Newsletter Deadline
Please have any announcements for the upcoming Zion Herald into the office by

Tuesday, May 21st
Zion Herald

Zion United Church of Christ
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Zion UCC Youth Page
MAY 2019
Church School Calendar
LAST DAY OF CLASSES
Wednesday May 1

Supper, Certificates, and Bingo

Le Sueur Ecumenical Vacation Bible School
July 22-25
3:30—6:30 p.m.
Zion UCC
When Life is Unfair...God is Good!
When Life is Scary...God is Good!
When Life Changes...God is Good!
When Life is Sad...God is Good!
When Life is Good...God is Good!
Volunteers needed...Contact Jenny Trimbo at 952-201-2832 or email at jentrimbo32@gmail.com

The Youth of Zion would like to say “THANK YOU” to all who supported the recent Puffin Pastry fund raiser. Your support is truly appreciated.
Zion Herald

Zion United Church of Christ
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Minutes of the Zion UCC Meeting
March 12, 2019
Members Present: Delores Loewe, Norn Pioske, Gail Fitzpatrick,
Cindy Braun, Brandon Mueller, David Weyl, David Braun, Mary
Trimbo, Dustin Kahle, Tanya Riemann, Justin Hale, and Pastor
Kent.
Members Absent: Wallace Johnson
The meeting of the Zion Church Council was called to order at 7
p.m. on March 12, 2019, by Vice President Norm Pioske. Craig
Hink addressed the Council about the garbage can issue. He
stated that he had no idea about the Waste Management policy
of fining Zion for overfilling the garbage cans, when the covers
would not fit tightly on. He was confident that all of the trash is
from Zion, and no one is adding things to our cans. The problem
of additional trash has escalated with the Church School dinners
on Wednesday evening. Craig suggested that perhaps a third can
would be the solution. Justin Hale volunteered to investigate the
most cost-effective method for dealing with the trash can problem.
Following the taking of a picture of the newly elected members
of the Council, Pastor Kent began with an opening prayer and a
short reflection on a passage from the writings of the Apostle
Paul. Delores Loewe lifted up in prayer a twelfth of the Zion
membership.
The minutes for the last Council meeting were reviewed. After
two modifications, a motion was made by David Braun to accept
the minutes, seconded by David Weyl, and passed unanimously.
The treasurer’s report was examined next. The bookkeeper,
with help from someone at Church Windows, found why last
month there appeared to be an overpayment to the OCWM.
The error was a software problem which has now been fixed by
the bookkeeper with help from the support team at Church Windows.
On the bank reconciliation report, there is a gap in check numbers from #7146 to #7154. As was pointed out, even if a check
has been voided, the check number should appear and that notation should be included in order to facilitate later the audit.
David Braun will pass this information on to the bookkeeper.
An ongoing problem is the billing and payment of Pastor Kent’s
pension. Part of the problem may be solved with the change to
a monthly billing cycle. David Braun, working with the
bookkeeper, will try to track down how to avoid late charges due
to late payment of this bill. A motion by Tanya Riemann to accept the treasurer’s report was seconded by Gail Fitzpatrick. The
motion passed unanimously.

Trustee’s annual walk through the building. His list included
some 14 areas which need attention now or in the future. David
Weyl expressed his concern about the need for new safety practices for the balcony to discourage someone from throwing
something off the balcony or accidently falling over the ledge.
He discussed with Council members some possible procedures to
increase the safety of this area. Another issue cited by Delores
was the need to examine the railing on the stage of the Social
Hall. The one farthest East seems to be loose.
Norm announced that we are still waiting for the Carrier Technician to come down from the Cities to review Zion’s heat pump
failure last fall. Also, the kitchen door stop will be installed when
the weather is a little warmer.
Norm contacted the person who has provided for Zion’s weed
control in the grass for the last several years. This person will
again provide this service. Mary volunteered to write a thank
you note.
David Weyl reported that he and member Lyle Felmlee examined
the issue of the damage being done to the ceiling of the Overflow Room. They have found that the problem appears to be
due to condensation. There are other condensation issues this
Spring around the building. David discussed some possible strategies to deal with a part of the condensation problem.
Delores reported that the Elders had met prior to the Council
meeting. The Elders are re-starting the Prayer Project which was
done last year also.
Delores also reported for the Fellowship Committee which held
their annual Spring Event that day from 11:00 to 1:00. Despite
some threatening weather, 127 meals were served or taken out
compared to the 147 served or taken out last year. At its next
meeting in April, Fellowship will evaluate the results of today’s
event.
Gail Fitzpatrick, Council representative to the Christian Education
Committee, has been asked to serve as one of the individuals
who can sign for purchases for the Church School activities. She
and Jenny Trimbo will make the arrangements with the bank to
be the signers. The Council by consensus agreed to this action.
OLD BUSINESS
Update on the Roof Project—As a result of the congregation’s
vote in the March 3, 2019 Special Meeting, the Council President, Treasurer, and Secretary have signed the Meisner Roofing
Contract. David Weyl talked to three of the four references
about Meisner Roofing’s previous work. The responses were
positive, and the Better Business Bureau site, states that Meisner
Roofing was rated “A Plus” with no negative comments from
customers over 48 years of doing business,

Since there was no correspondence, Pastor presented his monthly report and that of Pastor Rosemary. Both pastors cited that
Tree Donation—Norm has not been able to make contact with
illness and difficult weather conditions had affected their month- Eva Fix by phone. Norm asked Pastor to try to reach her.
ly activities.
Safety Deposit Box—The contents of Zion’s bank deposit box
Justin Hale, Chair of the Trustees, presented the results of the
were inventoried and the list of contents was provided to the
Zion Herald
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church secretary to file for further reference.
Church Keys—Additional church keys have been made for the
new Council members and for those who need to use a key on
loan from the office. The church secretary has the keys.
Memorial Committee—Pastor Kent has not finalized the job
description for the Memorial Committee nor met with that
group.
Pamphlet—David Braun has written a paragraph which explains
the Council’s function and mission for the pamphlet being assembled.

Easter Offering—After some discussion, Delores made a motion
to divide the Easter Envelope offering between Feed My Starving Children and the Zion General Fund. The motion, seconded
by Cindy Braun, passed unanimously.
Miscellaneous Business-- There is a need to update the information in the Narthex about the Council officers and membership. Also, pews need pens and sharpened pencils.
The Council then discussed the article entitled “What Can the
Church Do for the Burned-Out Generation?”

A motion to adjourn was made by David Braun, seconded by
Delores Loewe, and passed unanimously. The Council closed
Zion’s Constitution—The process of revising and updating Zion’s with prayer.
Constitution has been put on hold until perhaps this summer
when there is more time.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary J, Trimbo, Secretary
Sound System—Pastor will prepare the thank you note to the
anonymous donor of the sound system purchased from the
Strengthen the Church Offering
Presbyterian Church. Mark Pinney will work with Zion members
– June 9th
to get the system installed into the Zion Social Hall.
NEW BUSINESS
Committee List for 2019—The committee list for 2019 was updated and distributed. Norm reported that he talked to Bob
Palmer about another member for the Investment Committee.
Bob asked Norm, the Council representative to the Investment
Committee, to find someone with business background who was
willing to serve on that committee. Norm has talked to someone who is considering the assignment and will get back to
Norm.

“Strengthen the Church” is our annual offering to support new church starts and congregational renewal programs.

Back-up Storage—During the safety deposit box inventorying,
there was a lack of recent (2013 to present) back-up storage on
flash drives in the box. Chastity Jones and Jill Palmer said that
apparently some years ago the church purchased automatic
back-up equipment that may have made the flash drive technology obsolete. David Braun volunteered to talk with Jill and Bob
Palmer to learn more about this.

Henderson Area Food Share
FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Need help making ends meet?
Henderson Area Food Share will be distributing bread,
dairy, fresh produce, and deli items.
Seniors are welcome!
When: Thursday, May 16, 2019
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Where: Minnesota New Country School
210 Main Street Henderson, Minnesota
Sponsored by area community members and churches.
An Equal Opportunity Provider.

2019-2020 CHURCH COUNCIL
Deacons:

Cindy Braun
Gail Fitzpatrick
Mary Trimbo
Dustin Kahle

Elders:

Brandon Mueller
David Braun
Delores Loewe
Tanya Riemann

Trustees:

Wally Johnson
Justin Hale
Norm Pioske
David Weyl

Zion Herald

Chair of Deacons
Secretary

Treasurer
Chair of Elders
President
Chair of Trustees
Vice President

Zion United Church of Christ

(507) 665-3248
(507) 665-3108
(507) 665-3220
(612) 756-4472

2020
2021
2022
2022

(507) 469-6121
(507) 665-3008
(507) 665-3764
(507) 291-0537

2020
2021
2022
2022

(507) 262-0135
(507) 560-0191
(507) 381-0107
(507) 665-2403

2020
2020
2022
2022
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Worship Helpers
Thank you to the following persons who are serving in our worship services for the month of April. We invite you to participate
also.

Communion
Servers
May 5

Ushers/Greeters

Scripture Readers

Larry & Cindy Lehman
Jack Thelemann, Cindy Braun

Volunteers Needed

April 14

Norm Pioske, Gerald Nagel
Steve Kley, Darrel Narveson

Volunteers Needed

April 21

Mark Pinney, Gayle Mueller
Melissa & Riley Barry

Volunteers Needed

April 28

John & Jan Loewe
Sara & Steve Iten

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers Needed

Acolytes

Be Part of the Warm and Friendly Team that Makes Zion Church a Special Place!
God calls all of us to use the abilities we have to help create a welcoming community of faith. We need communion servers,
ushers, and greeters, door-keepers, and Scripture readers. There are plenty of people who can show you what to do. Sign-up
sheets are on the volunteer table by the front entrance. Thank you for signing up! The Deacons will be calling to fill in any
blanks. Your participation is much appreciated.

ADDRESS UPDATES
Please notify the church office of address and
phone number changes. It is a great help to have
our records as current as possible. If you have
moved to a new address, added a member to your
family or changed contact information, please
email Diane at zion@zionlesueur.com.

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE AND DONATIONS
ATTENDANCE
Offering
Funeral
Parking Lot
Memorial
Initial
Sunday School
Radio
Coffee Hour
Discretionary
Bulletins
OGHS
Easter
Other
Zion Herald

4/7
142
$7,006.80
$300.00
$110.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$235.00
$38.15
$0.00
$0.00
$194.22
$0.00
$340.00

4/14
125
$2,605.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$70.00
$26.00
$2.00
$70.00
260.00
$205.00
$0.00
Zion United Church of Christ

4/21
187
$4,736.95
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$3.00
$51.00
$165.00
$0.00
$0.00
$20.00
$20.00
$1,965.00
$10.00

4/28
55
$1,820.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$.00
$11.00
$0.00
$18.05
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$20.00
$107.50
7

No Matter Who You Are Or Where You Are On Life's Journey, You Are Welcome Here!

Minnesota Conference Events
Damascus Project Class

Currently, we are planning eight courses for 2019-2020 that will speak to a wide range of audiences in both
Minnesota and Wisconsin. A few of these include UCC Polity and History, The Crux, Discerning God’s Call
in a Changing World, and Bringing the Old Testament to Life, Ministering through life’s Challenges and Transitions, and Equipping the Church in Responding to The Opioid Crisis. Check the COMMAntary and our website for more information and details about these courses.
Vicki Wunsch
vickiw@uccmn.org
(608) 871-0359 www.uccmn.org

Pilgrim Point Camp News
Some sad news . . .
After a 10 year process of exploring options, discussions, and
prayerful reflection, the Board of Directors of the conference voted
to sell Pilgrim Camp. The board explored a number of options,
including (1) investing $3 million to update the camp facilities and
make it useable year-round, (2) continue as is (but with declining
use and mounting expenses), or (3) sell the camp.
The board had an outside group to take a survey of the conference churches about the possibility of holding a $ 3 million capital funds campaign. The report indicated there was not sufficient
interest or commitment in the conference to run a campaign of
that size.
The board considered having camp activities on site while using food preparation and ser-vices from nearby Luther Crest
Camp. Luther Crest informed us this year that they could not continue providing such services, though lodging would still be available for us this year.
The board explored using the Ashely Fund (for youth and outdoor ministries) to fund an upgrade of the camp or as collateral for
a loan. The conference’s lawyer advised that neither would be
possible, given the conditions set in the Ashley will.
The board reviewed the options at a special meeting Feb. 9th.
Since neither option (1) nor (2) were not feasible, the board voted
with regret to sell the camp. According to the conference constitution & bylaws, there does not need to be a vote of the conference
as a whole to take such an action.
The board members had many fond memories of Pilgrim Point
and deeply regretted having to make this decision.
Celebrating the Ministry of Pilgrim Camp –
Saturdays, June 29th or July 20th
You are invited to spend a day at Pilgrim camp, enjoy the
beauty, meet old friends, share camp memories. There will be a
picnic lunch, water front activities, group games, and crafts.
Camp will be open from 10am to 10pm each day. Each day
will end with a service of Blessings & Farewell at Vespers Point.
This service will include a formal service of decommissioning.
Sorry, but we cannot provide overnight lodging.

Spring 2019 Conference Youth Event: Beloved Community:
Youth Supporting Youth, April 26 - 28. High school and middle
school youth will again come together for a single conference
youth event. We will lodge at Luther Crest, but will spend most of
the weekend at Pilgrim Point to help open the camp for the 2019
season, and work on a variety of facilities projects to spruce up
the camp for the 60th anniversary celebrations planned throughout this season. We will also have lots of space for conversations, music making, activities, and worship. For details, check the
conference website, www.uccmn.org.
2019 High School Youth Trip, June 17 - June 25 including
service learning experience in Chicago and 32nd General Synod
Assembly in Milwaukee. Any youth enrolled in grades 9-12 during
the 2018-2019 school year may participate in this trip.

Youth Camp: An Improvised Life: The Practice of Being, Belonging, & Becoming, July 28 - August 1. Improvisation is an important metaphor for the spiritual life, and life in general. This
year's youth camp week invites youth to learn some fundamental
tools of improvisational comedy - being present in the moment,
deep listening, building trust, and saying "yes, and" - and see how
these same skills help deepen and enrich our spiritual lives and
relationships. Throughout the week, youth will have opportunity
to enjoy other traditional camp experiences - swimming, camp
fire, down-time with friends, outdoor games and exploration, music making, etc.
Fall Conference Youth Event will be October 11-13, 2019.

Adult Camps & Retreats

Retreat for Clergy, Musicians, and Congregational Leaders:
Wholehearted Worship and Music for Smaller Congregations - May 2123 at Luther Crest in Alexandria, MN
Men's Retreat - August 23-25 at Luther Crest in Alexandria, MN
Women's Retreat - September 13-15 at Luther Crest in Alexandria,

Summer Camping Experiences
Outdoor Ministry continues in MN Conference! We will be holding a variety of camp and service activities in various parts of the
state.
Zion Herald
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MAY 2019
Sun

28

Mon

29

Tue

Wed

1

30

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

5:30 Church Supper
6:00 Church School
opening
6:00 Prayer Group
6:30 Choir

5
9:00 Worship/Communion10:00 Social Hour
10:00 Informational Meeting

12

6

13

20

9:00 Worship
10:00 Social Hour
10:30 Bible Study

8:00 Women’s
Breakfast

26

27

9:00 Worship—
10:00 Social Hour

8

12:00 Ruth
Circle Potluck

8:00 Men’s B’fast
9:30 Staff Meeting
6:00 Prayer Group
6:30 Choir

9:00 Worship Service
10:00 Social Hour

19

7

14

15

7:00 Church
Council

11:00 Comfort First
Group Communion
6:00 Prayer Group
6:30 Choir

21

22

16

17

18
1:00 Oak Terrace Group
Communion

23

24

25

30

31

1

6:00 Prayer Group

28

29
6:00 Prayer Group

Memorial Day
Office Closed

Zion Herald
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ZION UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
240 South Elmwood Avenue
Le Sueur, Minnesota 56058

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit #10
Le Sueur, MN 56058

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship: 9:00 a.m.
Church School: 6:00-7:30 Wednesday, Sept-May
Recorded Worship Broadcast Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
KCHK—1350 AM & 95.5 FM
Www.kchkradio.net
Or anytime at www.zionlesueur.com

ZION HERALD
May 2019
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