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The Pastor's Note
“On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
‘Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?’ ”
Matthew 26:17

In Jewish tradition, the Passover is a feast celebrating God’s gift of freedom, described in Exodus 12. In preparation for God freeing the Hebrew people from slavery in
Egypt, God established this special meal, to be remembered and kept by God’s people
throughout the ages.
In the Passover meal (called the “Passover Seder”), many of the foods have special
significance.
* Unleavened bread is eaten, to recall how the Hebrew slaves had to bake their
bread without letting it rise, in preparation for their escape. The bread is blessed
by the host and then passed to each guest to take a piece and thus share in the
blessing.
* Roast lamb is served, recalling the lamb that was sacrificed and eaten, the blood
of which was used to mark the doorposts of the house as protection from the
Tenth Plague God sent on the Egyptians.
* Horseradish (“bitter herbs”) to recall the bitterness of slavery.
* Parsley (“sweet herbs”) for the sweetness of freedom.
* Red wine to recall the blood of the lamb.
What we call “the Last Supper” of Jesus was actually a Passover Seder. He celebrated it with his disciples and other followers in an “upper room,” usually a special enclosure
built on top of a single story home (with access to the street). The disciples reclined in the
fashion of free men, eating the Passover meal.
It was at this Passover Seder that Jesus gave new meanings to the bread and the
cup. The bread he blessed, broke, and shared with his disciples he then called his “Body”;
the wine was His “Blood”. Jesus offered himself as the Passover lamb, to be sacrificed to
free people from slavery to sin and death. His altar would be the Cross.
It has been over 3,000 years since the first Passover Seder; nearly 2,000 since Jesus gave this meal new meaning for His followers. Yet the message that God in Jesus Christ
sets us free still speaks to us today. For we continue too struggle with the fear and meaninglessness of death. We too, for fear of death, sell ourselves to lesser “gods” that promise new
life but cannot deliver it. And the sacrifice of Jesus, our Lamb of the Passover, still sets us
free!
During Holy Week, you have two opportunities to celebrate God’s gift of freedom
through Jesus Christ. On Maundy Thursday (March 29th) we will hold a Passover Seder
Communion service, bringing together the traditional Passover meal and the events of the
Last Supper (see below for specifics). On Good Friday, we will hold a regular communion
service.
Whether you come to the Passover Seder Communion or the Good Friday Communion, remember that Christ sacrificed himself for you and for all people. Join us!
God’s Peace,
Pastor Kent
Zion Herald
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“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed
is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest heaven!“
Matthew 21:9

HEADLINES
Wednesday School
& Prayer Group/Choir
March 8—Ruth Circle
March 13—Church Council
March 14—Spring Luncheon
March 16-18—Urban Immersion
March 25—Palm Sunday
Cantata
March 29—Seder Meal
March 30—Good Friday
Communion Service
Check Our Facebook Page –
Zion UCC-Le Sueur MN
It’s the most up-to-the-minute information
available about Zion. Follow us and
share with others.
Do you have a special need
for prayer?
The Zion Prayer Chain members will
pray with you for your special needs.
To be remembered on the Prayer Chain
list, call:
Judy (507) 665-6761, or
Jane (507) 665-3028
Zion United Church of Christ
240 S. Elmwood Avenue
Le Sueur, MN 56058
Phone: 507 665-6441
Fax: 507 665-6442
Email: zion@zionlesueur.com
Website: zionlesueur.com
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Lenten
Services
Continue
“The People v. Jesus”
The Ecumenical Lenten
Services continue with
scenes from the play “The People v. Jesus”.
Mar. 7th – 21st, we will hear the testimony of
James the brother of Jesus, King Herod
Antipas, and Mary the mother of Jesus.

Services are held at First Lutheran
Church on Elmwood, Wednesday evenings
at 7:30 p.m. Coffee, juice, and snacks after
service.

The Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday,

March 8 at 2:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room. We
will resume our Bible study. Please bring your
books - we will begin discussing Session 7. New
members are always welcome.

Breakfast Fellowships
Join with other members for a nice warm breakfast and
time to catch-up!
Men’s Breakfast: 2nd Wednesday of each month,
8:00-9:00 a.m. Kitchen Cupboard, Le Sueur.
Women’s Breakfast: 3rd Monday of each month,
8:00-9:00 a.m. Kitchen Cupboard, Le Sueur.

Lyle Neumann
Dylan Rademacher
Carol Preuhs
Nicole Maczkowicz
Connie LeVine
Gail Fitzpatrick
Elaine Matz
Lynn Reinhardt
Lilyanna Zeglin
Zion Herald

March 1
March 4
March 4
March 4
March 7
March 8
March 12
March 12
March 14

Randy Borchardt
Delores Loewe
Rebecca Reinhardt
Shelly Schuck
Thomas Nuessmeier
Jane Schuette
Carol Woodruff
Zachary Trimbo

Toward greater spiritual vitality
Some members of Zion U.C.C. have made a commitment to pray regularly for everyone on the membership rolls. This effort has already borne fruit.
As another step toward greater spiritual
vitality, the following invitation is presented. This invitation is based on Revelation 3:20 where Jesus is knocking
on the door of our human heart, asking
to come in and be close to us. Experience has shown that God does not force
himself upon us but waits to be asked.
If you feel led to have a closer relationship with God but don’t know what to do to make
this happen, many have found praying a prayer like
the following to be a good next step:
Lord Jesus, I need you.
Thank you for dying on the cross for me and
for forgiving my sins.
Thank you for offering me your eternal life.
I now ask you to come into my heart as my
Lord and Savior.
Take control of my life and mold me into the
new creation you want me to be.
I now thank you for coming into my heart, for
giving me eternal life and for promising never to leave me.
Amen.
If you have questions, our prayer group members,
Pastor Kent or Pastor Jean, are available to visit with
you.
Vic & Shelby Lueders, Brandon & Angie Mueller,
Judy Dhaene, Dave Rinehart, Jane Schuette, Art &
Pastor Jean Sidner

March 14
March 14
March 16
March 20
March 21
March 23
March 23
March 24,

Zion United Church of Christ

Wallace Johnson
Dustin Kahle
Daniel Dahn
Bernice Smith
Keith Lammers
Doris Felmlee
Sylvia Denzer
Frederic Latzke Jr.
Herb Krenz

March 25
March 26
March 26
March 27
March 28
March 29
March 30
March 31
March 31
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Zion United Church of Christ
240 Elmwood Avenue, Le Sueur

Holy Week Worship Schedule

Wednesday March 14, 2018
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
MENU:

Turkey Hot Dish, Salads, Buns, Relishes, Bars and
Beverage
COST:

Adult- $10.00
6 to 12 year olds- $4.00
Children under 6- Free
Take Outs Available

March 25 Palm Sunday
9:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Cantata
March 29 Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m. Passover Communion Seder
March 30 Good Friday
7:30 p.m. Communion Service
April 1
Easter Sunday
9:00 a.m. Easter Communion Service
10:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt

Passover Communion
Seder Service
March 29th at 7:30 p.m.

Produce, House Plants, Baked
Goods, Crafts and More

There will once again be a
QUILT RAFFLE in conjunction with our Spring Luncheon. Tickets are available
either in the church office
or from church members.
Please turn in sold tickets
and money on or before
March 13.

What was it like at the Last Supper, when Jesus
established Holy Communion? What we call the Last
Supper was actually a Passover Seder, a traditional
Jewish feast and celebration of God’s faithfulness
and the gift of freedom.
You can come closer to what the disciples
experienced that night by coming to our Passover
Seder Communion Service. We will provide samples
of traditional Passover foods (not a full meal), so we
need to know how many people are coming. Please
sign up at the Volunteer Table by March 22nd.

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE AND DONATIONS
ATTENDANCE
Offering
Funeral
Parking Lot
Memorial
Initial
Sunday School
Radio
Coffee Hour
Bulletins
Discretionary
Herald
Youth
Easter Flowers
OCWM
Other
Zion Herald

2/4
78
$5,240.00
$0.00
$210.00
$7,000.00
$12.00
$45.00
$155.00
$26.30
$0.00
$61.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

2/11
106
$3,448.00
$100.00
$0.00
$\0.00
$12.00
$127.00
$160.00
$21.00
$0.00
$32.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$5,050.00

2/14
60
$138.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$53.00
$0.00
$0.00
$10.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$00.00
$0.00

Zion United Church of Christ

2/18
78
$2,445.00
$0.00
$25.00
$0.00
$0.00
$88.00
$25.00
$19.71
$0.00
$0.00
$10.00
$90.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

2/25
62
$2,570.75
$125.00
$32.00
$20.00
$0.00
$99.70
$0.00
$19.00
$0.00
$0.00
$20.00
$0.00
$50.00
$0.00
$50.00
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Confirmation Class of 2018
Please keep our confirmation class in prayer as they
prepare to take responsibility for their own faith:

Gage Bishop, Makenna Borchardt, Carlyn Hermel,
Brooke Kahle, Sara Milam, Pari Mostaghimi, Anna
Rademacher, & Mason Reinhardt.

WEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
The Wednesday Evening schedule will
change slightly through March 28.
The schedule will be:
5:30 p.m. .................................. Supper
6:00 ........................................ Opening
........................................ Prayer Group
6:15 ............................. Education Time
........................................ Confirmation
7:30 .......... Ecumenical Church Service

Unable to come to church?
Away for the winter?
Live far away?
Sunday worship services are available to listen to either
online or by downloading the podcast. Visit the website:
www.zionlesueur.com Look in “What We Do”, “Worship”,
“Services”. Click on the service you want to listen to. Also
available online is the opportunity to support our ministry!
There is a link for making donations online (operated
through Vanco).

The following members have designated gifts for the
Radio Broadcast, Bulletins and Zion Herald in December
Glen and Lois Braun, Lois Andresen, Don & Bonita
Boehne, Darrel Narveson, In Memory of Vic & Ann
Reddemann, Herb Krenz, Bob & Jill Palmer, Vic &
Phyllis Rohloff, Al Prahl, Irene Manke, Norm Pioske,
Mary Jane Voss
Many thanks to you for your loving support of the ministry at Zion United Church of Christ.

Confirmation Class
Urban Immersion Retreat
March 16-18

Our confirmation class will be learning new
ways in which God’s people reach out to help the
poor through “Urban Immersion Service Retreats”, a ministry of the Minneapolis Council of
Churches. We will be leaving Friday after school
and returning that Sunday morning. Pastor Kent
and Holly Spiess will be the chaperones.

In Memoriam
Please lift up in prayer the family and friends of those members
of Zion who entered into eternal life:
Annette Brenke & Ruby Ernsting
We rejoice that they have received their heavenly crown but
are keeping their families and friends in our prayers as they
mourn the loss of their loved one.

PEWS OFFERED FOR SALE
Zion is offering for sale sixteen pews and three sections of railings. Sealed bids will be
accepted during the month of March 2018. Bids should clearly state what item(s) are
wanted, along with the offer. All items are in good condition and solid oak construction.
Please arrange to see by calling the Church Office; 507-665-6441.

Dimensions of the items for sale are:
One pew ................... 128 inches long
One pew ................... 161 inches long
Eleven pews ............. 167 inches long
One pew ................... 179 inches long
One pew ................... 185 inches long
One pew ................... 203 inches long
Two railings ............. 168 inches long
One railing .............. 228 inches long
Zion Herald

Submit sealed bids to:
Zion United Church of Christ
240 South Elmwood
Le Sueur, MN 56058
Attention: Church Trustees

Zion United Church of Christ
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HOW ARE
WE SHOWING
GOD’S

LOVE?

Discretionary Fund
Offering Final Report
Thank you to everyone who donated to the discretionary
fund! The final total for the Discretionary Fund Offering
drive was $ 573.00. Thank you for making a difference!

ADDRESS UPDATES
Please notify the church office of address
and phone number changes. It is a great
help to have our records as current as possible. If you move to a new address, add a
member to your family or change contact
information, please contact the office at 507-665-6441
or send an email to zion@zionlesueur.com.

“Minnesota Food Share” Month
March is the month that we in Minnesota remember
the people in our state who lack the basics of life. We are
accepting offerings of non-perishable food or personal
products. Please bring your donation and put it in the tall
Food Shelf offering boxes.

One Great Hour of Sharing
“Sharing Others, Serving Jesus”
Sharing resources through One Great
Hour of Sharing is an invitation to imagination!
Through our sharing, we get a
taste of the generosity of God, who does
“immeasurably more than all we ask
or imagine.” When we look at suffering in the world, we
can become discouraged, unable to see past the difficulty.
But when we think of the wonders God works, our imaginations go wild! Just imagine how God is brining transformation!
We will receive our OGHS offering on Sunday,
March 18th. An envelope is provided in this newsletter –
please give as God has blessed you and as the Spirit inspires you!

Passion Cantata
March 25th
9:00 Worship

Flowers for Easter!
Order your Easter flowers to celebrate Christ’s resurrection! Easter Lilies, Tulips, and Hyacinths are available to
order, $10 per plant. An order form is included in this newsletter. Orders due by March 4th

You may take your plant home after service on Easter Sunday.
NAME:________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Lily _____________ Tulip ____________ Hyacinth ____________
Cost : $10 per plant X # _______________plants
Total due: _________________________________________
My flower is:
In Memory of __________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Zion Herald

Zion United Church of Christ
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Worship Helpers
Thank you to the following persons who are serving in our worship services for the month of December. We invite you to participate also.

Communion
Servers

Ushers/Greeters

Scripture Readers

Gerald Nagel, Darrel Narveson
Sara Iten, Steve Iten

Cindy Braun

March11

Mary Jane Voss, Sylvia Denzer
Larry Lehman, Cindy Lehman

Bev Brandt

March 18

Sue Felmlee, Barb Mostaghimi
Lucy Tupy, Arlene Pfarr

Delores Loewe

Brianna Jones
Delanie Lobatos

March 25

Melissa Barry, Herb Krenz
Norman Pioske, Cindy Braun

Melissa Barry

Brianna Jones
Grace Bishop

March 4

March 30
(Good Friday)

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers Needed

Acolytes

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers Needed

Hunter Jones
Payton Busse

Volunteers Needed

Be Part of the Warm and Friendly Team that Makes Zion Church a Special Place!
God calls all of us to use the abilities we have to help create a welcoming community of faith. We need communion servers,
ushers, and greeters, door-keepers, and Scripture readers. There are plenty of people who can show you what to do. Sign-up
sheets are on the volunteer table by the front entrance. Thank you for signing up! The Deacons will be calling to fill in any
blanks. Your participation is much appreciated.

NAME ZION IN YOUR WILL...
Have you considered leaving a gift to your
church in your Will? A gift can have a huge impact on the life of your church. It is an important
part of Christian giving. Many of us give regularly to the church each week or month from our
income; why not from our estates too? It’s also a
way to give thanks to God for the gifts of your life
and lifetime.

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday....................................... 8:00 – 4:30
Wednesday & Thursday ..............................8:00 – 12:00
Friday .............................................................8:00 – 2:00
Where there is a WILL there is a way to
be an angel for our congregation.
Please remember Zion United Church of
Christ in your WILL!

2018-2019 CHURCH COUNCIL
Deacons:

Mary Trimbo
Cindy Braun
Sylvia Reinhardt
Gail Fitzpatrick

President

(507) 479-0456
(507) 665-3248
(507) 665-3806

2019
2020
2020
2021

Elders:

Jane Schuette
Delores Loewe
Brandon Mueller

Chair of Elders
Secretary

(612) 203-5383
(507) 665-3764
(507) 469-6121

2019
2019
2020

Trustees:

Norm Pioske
Vic Lueders
Wally Johnson
Justin Hale

Chair of Trustees

(507) 381-0107
(612) 968-4095
(507) 262-0135
(507) 560-0191

2019
2019
2020
2020

Zion Herald

Vice President
Treasurer

Zion United Church of Christ
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Pilgrim Point Camp Events

Minnesota Conference Events:

Supplies for Back-Bay Mission
Needed
For many years the “Back-Bay Mission”
has been a UCC (E & R) outreach to people
struggling with poverty in Biloxi, Mississippi. Bob Peterson, one of our conference lay
leaders, has a list of items needed, including food, clothing, and personal hygiene
items. Please check the conference website,
www.uccmn.org , or contact Bob Peterson
at rlpeter4466@gmail.com.
8

Spring Middle School Youth Event
May 4-6, 2018
Conference middle school youth (grades 6-8)
and their leaders are invited to spend a
weekend at beautiful Pilgrim Point Camp – a
time apart to pay attention to and celebrate
the simple and profound gifts that surround
us in each moment of our lives. As we mark
the changing of the seasons, you are invited
to add your presence, your voice, and your
story.
Registration will open January 8, 2018.

Regional Events
2018 West Central Regional Youth
Event registration is now open. This gathering of youth (completed grades 6 - 12)
will take place June 19-22 on the campus
of Grinnell College in Grinnell, Iowa.

Henderson Area Food Share
FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Need help making ends meet?
Henderson Area Food Share will be distributing bread, dairy,
fresh produce, and deli items.
Seniors are welcome!
When:
The third Wednesday of each month
Next Distribution -Thursday, March 15
4:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Where: Minnesota New Country School
210 Main Street Henderson, MN

Registration for the 2018 Season of Conference
Camps & Retreats at Pilgrim Point Camp & Retreat
center is now open. Campers and retreat participants
will explore the theme "Sowing Beauty, Sowing Life"
through music, art, poetry, contemplative practice, reflection, open paly, caring conversation, service, justice, and worship.
2018 Winter High School Youth Event:
Friday, March 9 - Sunday, March 11 at
Luther Crest Camp
Spring Middle School Youth Event:
Friday, May 4 - Sunday, May 6
Sowing Stillness Retreat:
Tuesday, May 15 - Thursday, May 17
OWL Adult Training:
Friday, May 18 - Sunday, May 20
Sowing Justice Retreat:
Tuesday, May 22 - Thursday, May 24
Deaf Family and Friends Camp:
Sunday, June 17 - Friday, June 22
Affirming Beauty, Affirming Life Sexuality Retreat:
Thursday, June 28 - Sunday, July 1
July Family Camp:
Sunday, July 15 - Friday, July 20
Affirming Beauty, Affirming Life Family Retreat for Families with
Transgender and Gender Nonconforming Children & Youth:
Friday, July 27 - Sunday, July 29
Youth Camp:
Sunday, July 29 - Friday, August 3
Young Adult Retreat:
Friday, August 3 - Saturday, August 4
August Family Camp:
Sunday, August 5 - Friday, August 10
Sowing Kindness: All-Ages Service
and Mission Week:
Sunday, August 12 - Friday, August 17
Affirming Beauty, Affirming Life –
Adult Trans Retreat:
Friday, August 24 - Sunday, August 26
Women's Retreat:
Friday, September 21 - Sunday, September 23
Men's Retreat:
Friday, September 28 - Sunday, September 30
Affirming Beauty, Affirming Life Marriage Retreat:
Friday, October 5 - Sunday, October 7

Sponsored by area community members and churches.
An Equal Opportunity Provider.

Zion Herald

Zion United Church of Christ
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Community Events
St. Paul’s UCC “German Heritage” Sunday, March 11th
Our sister congregation in Henderson is celebrating their 150th Anniversary. They have invited Pastor Kent to lead a German Heritage service, in German and English. The liturgy comes from the
Evangelische Agende (1857; rev. 1889). Service is at 9:30am.
ZION U.C.C.
JANUARY 9, 2018 – MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING
Present: Norman Pioske, Sylvia Reinhardt, Jane Schuette, Cindy
Braun, Vic Lueders, Mary Trimbo, Brandon Mueller, Justin Hale,
Wally Johnson, Delores Loewe, and Pastor Jean.
Absent: Chasity Jones and Pastor Kent.
Wally called the meeting to order.
Craig Hink joined us briefly at his request and informed us of a
personal matter that he is dealing with and wanted us to be
aware of. He asked our understanding and patience and said we
can continue to reach him at the same cell phone number and
email address.
Pastor Jean led us in prayer. Jane Schuette again lifted in prayer
a portion of names on the membership list.
MMSC to approve the minutes of the December 12 Council
meeting as written.

pitalized. She commended the Friendly Visitors on being creative in carrying on their work with fewer visitors. It helps that
the Upper Room booklets are now being delivered at the appropriate times with the Sunday bulletins.
Pastor Jean led us in a discussion of “Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire,”
Chapter 7, ‘The Lure of Novelty’. We reflected on the importance of staying with the basic truths of the gospel message
versus the focus on the appeal of ‘New!’ that is becoming prevalent in some churches today.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
TRUSTEES: Regarding the elevator problem, MEI (Minnesota
Elevator, Inc.) has given assurance they will take care of it and
they have notified the MN Department of Labor and Industry
that the issue will be addressed, although it will be later than the
due date stated earlier.
Handouts from the Trustees’ 2017 walk-through tour were
passed out, giving a summary of the tasks identified and the accomplishments completed during 2017.

There may be interest in the unused pews stored downstairs. A
We reviewed and discussed the Treasurer’s report and financial proposal will be brought to the Council, and a decision will be
information. The question from last month’s meeting about VBS made as to whether or not this should be presented to the conexpense appearing in November was that it was our portion of a gregation for approval.
bill that was split between the churches taking part in VBS.
Regarding the kitchen floor replacement, since the December
We will ask Chas to move the $10,000 donation toward kitchen Council meeting the church was contacted by Zion members
floor replacement into a separate account under Combined Ac- (husband and wife) who were interested in making a gift of
counts, so that we can track it separately from the general fund. $10,000 to the church prior to the end of 2017, which they wanted targeted toward an identified need. Following a discussion
We had a question about Equipment Maintenance, which tothey decided the installation of a new kitchen floor would be a
taled $2,374.98 for the year, well over the budgeted amount.
good project for their gift. The donation was received prior to
We would like to know what this included because there are
the end of the year. The Trustees had lined up a meeting with
separate accounts for property maintenance, office equipment
potential suppliers, but it was postponed because one of the
maintenance, and elevator maintenance. MMSC to approve the individuals was unavailable. It will be rescheduled and following
reports as submitted but requesting an explanation about the
that meeting a proposal will be brought to the Council for apEquipment Maintenance total for next month’s meeting.
proval. Kitchen staff will be involved in reviewing flooring options to determine what will best fit our needs.
CORRESPONDENCE: None
Regarding the boiler: The heating system again had a problem
PASTORS’ REPORTS: Pastor Kent was unable to attend the
causing the temperature to be cool in the building on Sunday,
meeting due to illness but his written report of December activi- December 17, with the boiler room being extremely warm the
ties was included in our packets.
following day. After a review by both Glenn Kroehler and Nuessmeier Electric, the problem again appeared to be the compresPastor Jean passed out copies of her report on December activi- sor; but this time the motor itself actually failed. In Zion’s
ties, describing December as a ‘wonderful’ month. Her Decem- heating system when the compressor fails, the default setting is
ber visits included some extra visits to individuals who were hos- to make the boiler heat continuously, resulting in a very hot enZion Herald
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vironment in the boiler room but no heat to other parts of the
building. The compressor motor was replaced by Nuessmeier
Electric. However, the building had another heating problem on
Sunday, December 31; and this time it was a boiler ignition system failure. Glenn Kroehler was called, and he reset the ignition
system. Why it failed is not known, but if it occurs again, Glenn
recommends Paape be contacted.
These problems raised the concern about the need for some
type of alarm system to alert someone when the temperature in
the building falls to an unsafe level. A Freeze-Alarm system is
available for our use, and Wally will contact Mediacom about the
installation, which will require a dedicated line; but we will be
incurring the cost of the line only during the cold months when
freezing could be a concern. The alarm would go to Wally’s
phone; he in turn would contact Glenn Kroehler to check the
boiler.
Another recent problem on the lower level of the building concerned a radiator steam trap and involved a significant cleanup.
A service technician from Paape looked at our system and made
the necessary repairs and made the recommendation that all of
the steam traps in the building be replaced. Given the age of all
of our radiator steam traps, this could recur anywhere else in the
building. Wally did a count of the total number (43) and contacted Paape for an estimated cost to replace them (estimate:
$6,880). MMSC to replace all the other steam traps in the building. Wally will inform the congregation at the annual meeting.
There was a lengthy discussion about our current heating situation and alternatives that may be considered sometime in the
future.
Council discussed how best to make the decision and notify the
congregation when the weather is inclement to the point that
services should be canceled. Cindy agreed to do some research
on how this might be handled through text or phone messages,
and this matter will be on next month’s agenda.
To add more seating in the overflow room for the coffee hour
after Sunday services, another round table was added to that
space.
Altar lighting changes to increase the lighting on the altar by replacing incandescent bulbs with LED bulbs will be done in the
future by Nuessmeier Electric. At the same time they have been
asked to address the need for better lighting for the choir director.

-print NRSV Bibles at this time but one supplier expects to have
them in May. She will follow up then and report back to the
Council.
DEACONS: The proposed 2018 budget was presented for review
and discussion. MMSC to approve it with one change, that being
an increase of $12,000 in the amount budgeted for Visitation
Pastor’s Salary so the line item reflects twelve months rather
than six months. The proposed budget will appear in the annual
report for the congregation’s consideration.
OLD BUSINESS: The Christmas gift policy was modified per Council’s previous discussions. MMSC to approve the policy as modified. The officers signed it, and copies will be provided for inclusion in the Council binders.
Since the December Council meeting, the Executive Committee
met to review staff performances this past year. From that process the Committee recommended that all the staff receive a
Christmas gift. Via email, MMSC to approve the recommendation. The church Treasurer then wrote the checks.
“Thank you” to Glen Braun for his work on the parking lot posts
& chains for the north lot. It was decided these will be left up
year round.
Justin reported that the matter of ice/snow treatment and removal on the parking lots and sidewalks has been resolved for
this season.
The EXIT light at the front of the sanctuary has been fixed –
Thank you, Norm!
NEW BUSINESS:
Since the December Council meeting, the Executive Committee
met to review the Office Secretary’s salary for 2018. The Committee determined the current individual brings to the work
setting a “skill set” that is much needed and hard to find to ensure the church office functions effectively, The Executive Committee recommended to the Church Council that the Office Secretary’s hourly salary be increased to $16.00. Via email, MMSC
to approve the recommendation.
The clock in the social hall is not keeping time, and replacing the
battery does not help. Cindy agreed to get a clock for that wall
with a face that is easier to read.
The missing items brought up last month have not been recovered.

We discussed the annual meeting, which will be on Sunday, JanELDERS: Two names will be on the ballot for the annual meeting
uary 28, immediately following the worship service. Council was
– one for Elder and one for Deacon. However, there is still one
reminded that we will meet immediately following the annual
open Deacon position. There will be a call for nominations from
meeting to reorganize, elect new officers, and select chairperthe floor.
sons for the various committees.
We reviewed the Council list to make sure we had correct dates
NEXT MONTHLY COUNCILMEETING: Tuesday, February 13, 2018,
for when each member is ending his/her current term and
at 7 p.m. Read Chapter 8 and review the related questions on
whether it is the 1st or 2nd term.
pages 202-203 in “Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire.”
Some of the previous Bibles that are in usable condition have
Meeting adjourned.
been placed on a cart in the overflow room or the back of the
* MMSC – Motion made, seconded, carried.
sanctuary with a note that says “Free Bibles.”
Delores reported that she was not able to find a supplier of large Respectfully submitted: Delores Loewe
Zion Herald
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Fellowship – Delores
Scholarship – Brandon
MINUTES OF ZION COUNCIL MEETING
Historical – Cindy
JANUARY 28, 2018
Altar – Vic
Memorials – Jane
A reorganizational meeting of the Council was held immediately
Stewardship/Missions – David
following the Annual Meeting. All members were present, plus
Hospitality – Wally
Pastor Kent and Pastor Jean. New members – David Braun
Council representative monthly assignments for the next year:
(Elder) and Gail Fitzpatrick (Deacon) – were welcomed and given
February – Wally
copies of the Articles of Incorporation. They will receive their
March – Brandon
Council binders at the February Council meeting.
April – Delores
May – Justin
Wally raised the question of whether we should change the
June – Norm
number of members needed for a quorum from seven to six. It
July – Vic
was decided not to change it but members should try to notice
August – Jane
when there are emails from the President between meetings
September – Mary
regarding a vote on a matter via email that would otherwise
October – Cindy
require a special meeting and to reply indicating their agreeNovember – David
ment or disagreement as promptly as possible.
December – Gail
January 2019 – Wally
Officers for 2018 will be: President- Mary Trimbo, Vice President- Wally Johnson, Treasurer-Justin Hale, and SecretaryDelores will send a draft of Council meeting minutes via email to
Delores Loewe. Mary indicated reservations about accepting
all Council members within ten days of the meetings, which
the office of President because being an organist, she often is
members should review and notify her of any corrections or
away playing at other churches on Sundays and cannot be at our
changes. A final draft is then included in the Council packets at
service, but Wally as Vice President (and outgoing President) has
the next meeting for Council approval. Delores will email a draft
indicated his willingness to work closely with her so that this will
copy of the January 9, 2018, Council minutes to our two new
not be a problem. Motion by Jane, seconded by Norm, to apmembers (other members should have received copies).
prove these officer designations; motion carried unanimously.
Officers were instructed to stop at First Farmers & Merchants
The Trustees commented on the significant help Glenn Kroehler
Bank at their first opportunity to sign the new signature authorihas been with the recent boiler issues and suggested that he be
zation sheet.
given some type of special recognition. We will discuss this further at the February meeting.
Board Chairpersons for 2018: Elders-Jane Schuette, DeaconsCindy Braun, and Trustees-Norm Pioske.
The next regular Council meeting will be Tuesday, February 13.
Our regular monthly meetings are on the second Tuesday of the
Installation date for new officers and new Council members was
month at 7 p.m. except the months when Henderson is having
set for February 11. Zion will also be receiving new members
Roll-In on Tuesday evenings. An alternate date will need to be
into the congregation that Sunday.
decided upon for those months.
Council representative committee responsibilities that were
decided upon:
Greening – Wally & Justin
Investments – Norm
Music – Mary
Christian Education – Gail

Rev. Kent A. Meyer, Ph.D., Senior Pastor
Home Phone: 507-868-0004 - Cell Phone: 507-458-0757
Pastor Kent’s Office Hours Tuesday – Friday,
9 am – Noon Afternoons by Appointment

Normally, Pastor Kent is in the office 9:00 a.m. – 12:00, Tuesday – Friday (except Tuesdays he has a 10:30 a.m. meeting with local clergy to discuss Bible lessons for the next
Sunday). In the afternoon, Pastor Kent may be in the office or he may be out visiting, at
a meeting, or running errands. So, the best time to see Pastor Kent in the office is
between 9:00 and noon. If you want to see him in the afternoon, please call ahead.

Rev. Jean Sidner, Visitation Pastor
Cell Phone: 651-303-9353
Zion Herald

Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted: Delores Loewe, Council Secretary

Zion United Church of Christ
240 South Elmwood Avenue, Le Sueur, MN 56058
Church phone number: 507-665-6441
Church email:zion@zionlesueur.com Website: http://
www.zionlesueur.com
Recorded Worship Broadcast, Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
KCHK – 1350 AM & 95.5 FM
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MARCH 2018
Sun

4
The Third Sunday in Lent
9:00 Worship/Communion
10:00 Social Hour
10:30 Bible Study

11

Mon

5

12

The Fourth Sunday in Lent
9:00 Worship Service
Pastor Jean preaching
10:00 Social Hour

18

19

The Fifth Sunday in Lent
9:00 Worship Service
Pastor Jean preaching
10:00 Social Hour

8:00 Women’s
Breakfast

Tue

Palm Sunday
9:00 Worship Service
Palm Sunday Cantata
10:00 Social Hour

Zion Herald
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Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

7

8

9

10

5:30 Church Dinner
6:0 Church School
opening
6:00 Prayer Group
6:15 Confirmation/
Church School
6:15 Choir
7:30 Lenten Service @

2:00 Ruth Circle
6:00 Christian
Education

13

14

15

7:00 Church
Council

8:00 Men’s Breakfast
9:30 Staff Meeting
5:30 Church Dinner
6:00 Church School
6:00 Prayer Group
6:15 Confirmation/
Church School
6:15 Choir
7:30 Lenten Service @
First Lutheran

6

20

21

Conference UCC
Board of Directors
Meeting at Zion

Lammers FS Rental

17

16

Confirmation Class
Urban Immersion Retreat

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

5:30 Church Dinner
6:0 Church School
opening
6:00 Prayer Group
6:15 Confirmation/
Church School
6:15 Choir
7:45 Bells

7:30 Seder Meal

7:30 Good
Friday Communion Service

11:00 Spring Luncheon
5:30 Church Dinner
6:00 Church School
opening
6:00 Prayer Group
6:15 Confirmation
6:15 Choir
7:30 Lenten Service @
First Lutheran

Confirmation Class
Urban Immersion Retreat

25

Wed

27
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Sunday Worship: 9:00 a.m.
Church School: 6:00-7:30 Wednesday, Sept-May
Recorded Worship Broadcast Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
KCHK—1350 AM & 95.5 FM
Www.kchkradio.net
Or anytime at www.zionlesueur.com
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