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“The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.”—
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This book contains the reports of the various organizations, staff, committees, church council,
and financial and statistical data for the year 2017.
Please read these reports before the Annual Meeting and bring this book with you to the
Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 28, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
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AGENDA
ANNUAL MEETING
ZION UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, LE SUEUR, MN
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 2018
STARTING TIME IS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING CHURCH SERVICE
CALL TO ORDER – PRESIDENT WALLACE JOHNSON
OPENING PRAYER – PASTOR KENT
APPROVAL OF 2016 ANNUAL MTG. MINUTES; PLUS TWO SPECIAL MTG. MINUTES
APPROVAL OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT – TREASURER CHASTIY JONES
AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS CONCERNING ANY OF THE PRINTED REPORTS
ELECTION OF MEMBERS FOR THE CHURCH COUNCIL
ELECTION OF MEMBERS FOR THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF 2018 BUDGET – DEACON CHAIR, MARY TRIMBO
OLD BUSINESS
1. PARKING LOT LOAN
NEW BUSINESS
1. KITCHEN FLOORING
2. BOILER ISSUES
3. NOMINATIONS OF CONFERENCE DELEGATES
4. RECOGNITION OF RETIRING COUNCIL MEMBER
5. PASTOR JEAN’S RETIREMENT PLANS
ANY OTHER QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS
CLOSING PRAYER
ADJOURNMENT
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Zion Church Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 29, 2017
Meeting was called to order by President Wally Johnson at 10:00 a.m. Eighty two members of our
congregation were present.
Pastor Kent Meyer gave a prayer of thanks to all members present at the meeting.
The minutes from the 2015 Annual Meeting were presented and reviewed. Motion was made and seconded to
approve the Meeting Minutes for January 24, 2016 Annual Meeting as presented. Motion passed.
The minutes from the May 15, 2016 Congregational Meeting regarding the parking lot were presented and
reviewed. Motion was made and seconded to approve the Meeting Minutes for May 15, 2016 Congregational
Meeting as presented. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Motion made and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s report. Motion passed.
Audit Committee Report: The Audit Committee reported that the financial reports correctly reflect the
financial condition of the congregation. A motion made and seconded to approve audit report. Motion
passed.
Questions Regarding Committee Reports: It was noted that on page 22-23 of the report, the title Zion’s
Women Fellowship should be Zion Fellowship. With that one correction, a motion was made and seconded to
approve the printed reports of the committees. Motion passed.
Election of Church Council Members: The slate of officers was presented. President Johnson stated that there
are two open positions for deacons and asked for nominations. Motion was made and seconded to close
nomination and to unanimously elect the slate as presented. Motion passed. Election results: Deacon Cindy
Braun to fill the vacated term of Wendi Reinhardt – two years remain, Elder Brandon Mueller, Trustee Justin
Hale.
Christian Education Members: President Johnson called for nomination for the Christian Education
Committee, hearing none, a motion was made and seconded to close nominations and to unanimously elect the
slate as presented. Motion passed. Election results: Chasity Jones, second term; Barb Monstgimi, second
term.
Review and Discussion of 2016 Budget: The 2017 Budget was reviewed; there were no questions or
comments. A motion was then made and seconded to approve the 2017 budget. Motion passed.
Old Business: President Johnson referred to the Parking Lot Loan stating the unpaid balance in the report
should be $47,107.00. He also commended the members of the congregation for their faithfulness to pay the
parking lot project off. A motion was made and seconded to approve the corrected Parking Lot Loan Report.
Motion passed.
New Business:
Nomination of Conference Delegates. The Articles of Incorporation states that Zion may have up to four
delegates (three adults and one youth) at the Annual Conference. President Johnson asked for nominations or
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volunteers interested in representing the congregation at the Conference. Seeing none, the task of appointing a
delegate will go to the Church Council.
Recognition and thanks given to retiring council members. Church Council: Betty Jo Braun, Steve Pioske,
Adam Loewe, Wendi Reinhardt, and Jill Palmer.
Other Questions or Comments: President Johnson asked if there were any other questions or comments: Betty
Jo Braun commented that there is a need of individuals to help with the counting of the offering. Counting is
usually done on Monday mornings. Anyone interested in helping, please let a council member know.
Jane Schuette commented that the newly hired secretary, Diane Frauendienst and husband Tom were in
attendance and introduced them to the congregation.
Betty Braun commented that since there are currently two services being offered, would it be possible to
change the start time to 8:30 a.m. for the first service. A short discussion was held. President Johnson stated
that the Council will discuss the option at the Council Retreat and will call for a congregational informational
meeting to discuss the start time of the Sunday Worship services.
Pastor Kent gave a closing prayer thanking past and new council members for their service.
Motion made and seconded to adjourn, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by
Diane Frauendienst
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ZION UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 2017
A special congregational meeting was held on March 12, 2017 following the 9 a.m. service. Head Usher, Ron
Weyl, reported that there were 46 people in attendance, which was more than required for a quorum.
President Wally Johnson called the meeting to order. He announced that the first order of business was to
request a change in the Council term of Deacon Cindy Braun. At the Annual Meeting on January 29, 2017,
Cindy was elected to fill out the remaining two years of a member who resigned. At the next Council meeting
after further consideration, Cindy offered to accept a regular 3-year term instead. Motion made by Susan
Felmlee, seconded by Beth Olson, to make this change in Cindy’s term. Motion carried unanimously.
The second order of business was that it was recently learned that the term of Trustee Wally Johnson had
ended but he was missed on the January 29 ballot as a candidate for a 2nd term. Motion made by Glendon
Braun, seconded by Craig Hink, to approve the election of Wally Johnson as a Trustee for a 2nd term
beginning in 2017. Motion carried unanimously.
There being no further business for the special meeting, Beth Olson moved that the meeting be adjourned,
Betty Braun seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Delores Loewe, Council Secretary

6

Annual Report of the Congregation 2017
ZION UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2017
A special congregational meeting was held on April 30, 2017 following the 9 a.m. service. Head Usher, Ron
Weyl, reported that there were 63 people in attendance, which was more than required for a quorum.
President Wally Johnson called the meeting to order. He announced that the purpose of this meeting is to
resolve an issue concerning service start time that was formally raised at the congregation’s annual meeting.
At our March 12 informational meeting, the situation concerning the early service start time and the
observation that the second service was not working were openly discussed and opinions were expressed.
Following that meeting the Church Council reviewed comments from the March 12 meeting and discussed
options to resolve the matter. The Council determined that:





First, the original decision reached in 2013 that Zion UCC should have only one service was appropriate
and still valid.
Second, the Council would put the matter before the congregation at a special meeting and have them vote
as to what time the one service should be offered.
Third, to ensure the vote results in at least 51 per cent of the voting members agreeing to a specific time,
only two options would be presented for a vote.
Fourth, the options the Council considered but did not include in the voting process were to have a
worship service starting at 8:30 a.m. or at 10:30 a.m. The reasoning was that the 8:30 option would
require those who operate the radio equipment to remain at church for a minimum of 2 ½ hours in order to
broadcast the service from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., which is the only radio time available to Zion. The 10:30
option posed a different problem related to the same issue; a 10:30 a.m. service would eliminate our ability
to broadcast a Sunday service unless the service was aired one week later. The Council considers our
radio service extremely important to the life of this ministry and is not willing to jeopardize its value and
effectiveness.

A question was raised as to why there were not three options presented because the article in the Zion Herald
had listed three options discussed by the Council. President Johnson explained that more than two options
could have results that would not indicate a clear majority of the congregation voting for any one option.
Thus, the two options the Council opted to present for the congregation’s vote are:



Option one: Worship service starting at 9:00 a.m. followed by Sunday School and coffee hour starting
at 10:00 a.m.
Option two: Sunday School and coffee hour starting at 9:00 a.m. followed by the worship service
starting at 10:00 a.m.

President Johnson asked for volunteers to count the ballots and report on the results. Barb Kley and Bob
Braun offered to do so.
Plain paper ballots were passed out. Instructions were to write either a ‘9’ or a ‘10’ to indicate the start time
of the service you were voting for.
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While waiting for the results, President Johnson reiterated that the decision would be determined by a simple
majority. The implementation date of the decision reached today will be the 1st Sunday in June, that being
June 4, 2017. Also, as has been the practice here at Zion, during the summer months there will be no Sunday
School and no coffee hour.
President Johnson also gave an update on Zion’s financial situation. Two weeks ago he reported that our
operating loan from the bank was at a total of roughly $14,000. Since then the income side of the equation has
improved to where that number is now a little over $7,200. He thanked members for their response to our
church’s needs and encouraged us to continue our support so that hopefully we can soon pay the loan down to
zero.
Pastor Kent mentioned a recent Pastoral Relations Committee at which the discussion centered on the hope
that the contributions between now and midsummer will be sufficient to put us in the black by midyear.
Jane Schuette reported that the Elders are preparing a list of the total membership to be divided between those
individuals willing to pray for persons on the list by name throughout the year to ensure that every member is
being prayed for. So far 29 individuals have signed up to pray. Let Jane know if you are willing to take a list
of members for whom you will pray.
Pastor Jean requested that the Friendly Visitors have a very brief meeting at the close of this meeting. She has
the pamphlets ready to hand out.
The count is in: 60 votes for 9:00 and 5 votes for 10:00. The service time will remain at 9:00 with Sunday
school and coffee hour following. (The reason for the discrepancy between votes posted and those in
attendance is that ballots were taken to the Sunday school teachers for their votes.)
President Johnson reminded the congregation that the second service will be discontinued as of June as
previously decided.
Motion by Bob Braun, seconded by Betty Braun to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Delores Loewe, Council Secretary
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Senior Pastor’s Annual Report for 2017
“The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully.” -- II Corinthians 9:6
Last January, I recommended some goals and areas of focus for the pastors and the congregation. Each
area received some attention. Here is the year in review:
1. Part-Time Minister Position
Pastor Jean decided to stay with us into 2018, much to the joy of our shut-in members who deeply
appreciate her ministry! I have also been thankful for her willingness (and Art’s) to preach during my
Sunday’s off and to share funeral responsibilities. Pastor Jean also shares in the hospital visits and
communion services, for which, again, I am grateful!
However, Pastor Jean will be leaving us at the end of June this year, so she and Art can live closer to
her great-grandchildren. So we must face the decision about the part-time minister position again this
year. We took a survey of the congregation to get some sense of what the congregation felt about this.
2. Outreach
We did have two new members join in 2017! The church council discussed different ways in which
Zion could reach out to the people of our area, especially to those who have no church home. We
considered two programs for outreach: (1) Taking over the “Life Tree” ministry from the Presbyterian
church, and (2) the “Alpha” program. However, there was little interest in running a program.
For the ecumenical Lenten services, I recommended the area pastors put on 2-person plays about
witnesses to the Crucifixion of Jesus. Both Pastor Jean and I participated. The plays were very well
received and those who attended urged the Ministerial Association to do plays again for Lent 2018.
The second service was not effective in bringing more people into the church and was discontinued.
Pastor Jean and I participated in various ecumenical services and activities (nursing home services,
Giant Days service and parade, ecumenical Thanksgiving service, along with the Lenten services).
These provided both worship experiences for the community as a whole and kept Zion’s name
prominent in the community.
A different style of outreach came through the Christian Education Committee’s proposal to move
Sunday School to Wednesday evening. Starting last September, different committees, individuals, and
groups have served a simple dinner. From 6:30 – 7:30pm, Church School was held. Parents could stay
and visit during church school. I taught confirmation class. The choirs decided to keep their rehearsals
on Wednesday evenings. Pastor Jean started a prayer group. Altogether, this created a more general
“church night”; a time for fellowship, learning, prayer, and service!
In December, the Sibley County Choral Society used our sanctuary for one of their Christmas concerts.
Making our space available for more non-church groups would also promote interest in the community
about Zion.
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3. Stewardship
This year had its downs and ups, but thankfully mostly ups!
Downs:
 Our giving declined from March through August, leaving us with an operating debt of about $ 20,000!
 Early efforts to make the congregation aware of the anticipated problem were not effective.
 Council voted to postpone payments to OCWM to help manage the shortfall.








Ups:
The late Elfa Brenke left $ 125,000 to Zion. Part of this was used to pay off the parking lot debt. The
remainder was set up as an emergency fund for the building.
Council appealed to the congregation. Council also voted to use some of the interest from our
undesignated investments to help pay the operating debt down.
At the time the hurricanes hit Texas, Florida, and the Caribbean, an anonymous member of the church
issued a challenge: if the church could raise $ 3,000 toward hurricane relief, this member would also
donate $ 3,000. We met and exceeded this goal!
At the urging of a number of church members, the council worked to meet our OCWM commitment to
the conference. Several members made significant donations toward OCWM to meet this goal. We
also started printing the OCWM deficit in the bulletins. In December, the commitment was fully paid!
The Stewardship & Missions committee put together a simple but very effective campaign for
November. It brought in over $ 20,000 more in commitments than were made in November 2016.
A bequest from the estate of Don Brandt made it possible to purchase new pew Bibles, with most of it
left over for other projects in future years.
Zion also became a “5 for 5” church, taking special offerings for the 5 major UCC offerings; OCWM,
One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, and The Christmas Fund. We
have received thank-you phone calls and emails from the Minnesota Conference and the national UCC
for our faithful giving!

4. Fellowship Opportunities
Several things were done to promote fellowship experiences: we held an outdoor worship service and
church picnic, which was well received; we also discovered that the wireless microphones work
outside for our radio broadcast! Council set up a special “Hospitality Sub-Committee” to provide
special celebrations for summer baptisms and new members received during the summer. CE’s
Wednesday Church Nights has provided a great opportunity for members to get together, especially
parents of Church School and Confirmation students!
5. Other Projects
Work on the church building continued! Not only was the parking lot debt paid-off, but a start was
made toward raising funds for the planned new south parking lot in 2020. Through the generosity of
our members and memorials given, a number of building-related projects were completed!
In anticipation of a future gift from a member, A “Green Group” was created to explore ways of
“greening” the church through lowering its reliance on non-renewable resources.

Looking to the year ahead:
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1. Part-Time Pastor Position
The survey results showed a variety of opinions, but there was overwhelming support for keeping this
position and keeping the position focused on visiting shut-ins and hospitalized members. The council
will be starting afresh to discuss and developing a more specific job description. The matter of halftime vs. quarter-time will also need to be considered.
2. Stewardship
Stewardship, both in a financial and a more general sense, will continue to be a focus in 2018. We need
to find new ways to encourage each other to be more directly involved in the ministry of our
congregation, both in giving and in volunteering. In particular, we need to find strategies to encourage
giving over the summer.
3. Outreach, Fellowship, & Spiritual Growth
I would like to explore and try out some new fellowship and spiritual growth activities for Wednesday
Church Nights, in consultation with the CE Committee. I would like to see Pastor Jean’s prayer group
to continue after she has left, possibly led by a lay person. I would also like to change the confirmation
time for next fall (class meets to share supper at 6:00 p.m. and then moves into class time until 6:50
pm) so I could offer other kinds of spiritual growth groups, support groups, or educational
opportunities from 7:00 to 7:30 p.m. or 8:00 p.m.). I would like to see if some of our members might
be interested in holding classes on their hobbies or particular areas of interest.
4. Youth Activities
I’m looking for some adults who would be interested in working with me to plan some kind of regular
youth activities. I have long felt that we are missing opportunities to integrate youth into the life of our
congregation and provide special events for them.
These are my dreams for our ministry together in 2018. What are your dreams for the ministry of Zion? Please
share them with me or with members of the council or committees.
God’s Peace,
Pastor Kent

11

Annual Report of the Congregation 2017
Pastor's Annual Statistical Report: 2017
Miles Travelled: 3,899
Meetings
Regular
Special
Clergy
Staff
Confirmation
Youth
Bible Study
Community
New Member
Conference
Fellowship
Rehearsal
Other
Total

Visits:

124 (Home Communions: )
Worship

38
25
53
14
8*
1
19
10
2
10
26
4
77
234

Regular
Lenten
Weddings
Funerals
Nursing Home
Other
Total

49
8
0
11**
10
10#
88

Baptisms:
Weddings:
Funerals:

5
0
11**

Misc:
* Confirmation class started in September 2017.
** Pastor Kent took the lead in 11 funerals and assisted Pastor Jean in 2.
# Includes Memorial Day Service, Mission Service, Giant Days Service, Pulpit Exchange, after
service baptism, special funeral service, Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service, Christmas
Pageant, & Christmas Eve Services.
- Pastor Kent took a continuing education class, “Mindfulness”, February & March
- Introduced Lenten plays to the Ecumenical Lenten services and performed in two
plays, March & April.
- Led Seder Communion service for Maundy Thursday.
- Arranged for a missionary couple, Don & Maryjane Westra, to present their work, May.
- Received two new members and one reactivated member.
- Held an outside worship service in conjunction with the Hospitality Sub-Committee, July.
- Took a week of continuing education, partially self-directed on concept of sacrifice, and attended in
two day symposium on Martin Luther at Luther Seminary, August.
- Participated in pulpit exchange with Pastor Dana Mann, First Congregational UCC, Mankato, August.
- Attended continuing education event on suicide prevention, September.
- Delivered three-part sermon series on 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation (written up in
paper), October.
- Attended “Money & Ministry” workshop on stewardship, November.
- Participated in “Damascus Group” project, designing a lay-leader and lay-minister training program for
Minnesota and Wisconsin Conferences, November.
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Visitation Pastor Report/Friendly Visitor Report
Visitation Pastor Report
Annual Meeting, January 28, 2018
Rev. Jean J. Sidner
This year I am combining the Friendly Visitor’s Report with the Visitation Pastor Report since my duties
include both areas.
Our friendly visitor team has seen a number of changes since participants have dwindled due to health issues
and we haven’t been able to replace them. Our whole method of rotating the residents we visit has changed to
keeping the same list for two months, versus advancing to a new list to visit each month. We have also
increased the number we personally visit, so everyone is served, and I have taken an additional role as a
friendly visitor which means I spend more time on a visit than I do when coming to pray and serve
communion as the visitation pastor. Friendly visitors really socialize!
We are a lot more creative in addressing how we use the amount of time and distance that is comfortable for
particular visitors. For example, we have visitors that only visit the residents in Le Sueur when the areas we
cover include Gaylord, Belle Plaine, St. Peter, and sometimes Henderson or the hospital in Mankato. We have
also incorporated “seasonal” friendly visitors such as John and Jan Loewe who are away during the winter.
Those of us who deliver weekly bulletins try to deliver the next month’s Upper Room devotional instead of
leaving that for the friendly visitor. Not having that responsibility helps them to more effectively time their
visits.
This particular ministry is such a gift to our congregation so we are continually looking for those who can join
with us to keep this a vital outreach. Everyone who has participated has found it an incredible blessing to them
as well as to the people they have the opportunity to visit.
This year the average number of monthly visits was around 28 to 31. Friendly visitors delivered 28 poinsettia
plants for Christmas.
My usual role as Visitation Pastor is to visit home bound members for prayer and to serve communion on a
monthly basis; make hospital visits; participate with Pastor Kent on communion Sunday at Zion; participate
with funeral services and be available to cover for Pastor Kent when necessary and when he is on vacation. I
also meet with the Ruth Circle where we participate in a bible study entitled “God Is in the Laundry Room”,
and it has been my privilege to join with the Praise Band in leading Sunday morning worship. In our new
Wednesday Church School Night format, there is a small group of us who meet from 6:30 to 7:30 in the
Fireside Room to learn how to pray effectively. Come and learn with us!
Roles that I have had in our community have been helping at the Food Shelf; meeting monthly with the
Ministerial (a group of pastors whose congregations participate ecumenically); participating in ecumenical
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services; holding a seat on the Le Sueur Hospice Board; and furthering my education through seminars and
workshops as I deem necessary.
During my time at Zion, I have become more involved in understanding dementia and related issues and have
attended several workshops relating to this. I am in the process of organizing material to present to families
and others who are interested in this area of meeting the needs in our church community, as well as in the
broader Le Sueur community.
Currently I am very interested in our Le Sueur area being able to offer some small group experiences for
people dealing with relationship issues such as parenting difficult children, divorce care, addictions, and other
concerns. I have become familiar with these needs as a result of ministering to people at Zion and I see the
potential of joining with other churches to expand our outreach as churches in our community.
I have a few more people to visit and serve communion than the ones who are seen by the friendly visitors.
My list fluctuated between 33 and 37 as some were able to come to church and not be visited at home. There
are also a few who join us for group communion in our residential settings now and then. We currently have
26 and with the closing of the Presbyterian Church, we will add 7 to our list, bringing our visits to 33. Some
will become members of Zion and others we have agreed to serve until they decide on a home church.
The joy of being a part of Zion continues and as we plan a move out of state in June, 2018, we know that we
will always miss the blessings we have experienced here with you! We have always felt welcomed and
warmed by your spirit of hospitality and we pray God’s continued blessing and growth for you in your journey
through this life.
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President’s Report
Two thousand seventeen was a productive year in the life of Zion. On the physical side numerous issues were
addressed; from the simple cleaning of storage areas to having unused pew cushions re-tailored and placed in
the Chapel. With resources from the Fellowship Committee, the sanctuary carpet appearance and potential
trip hazard was corrected and the back kitchen door was equipped with a hold opener. Via a memorial gift and
the efforts of a family the previously damaged cross attached to the bell tower was replaced. On the fiscal
side the Church was able to meet all of its obligations, and due to a generous gift to Zion from a member’s
estate the Parking Lot Loan was paid off in-full; by way of another estate gift the Elders were able to purchase
new bibles for the Church. It was also during this year the congregation resolved the issue concerning the
minimally attended Second Service; one positive result following that action was the willingness of a
dedicated group of members to expand the coffee hour after Church Services to be in the overflow room on all
Sundays; September through May.
This year there was a significant change in the Church School program. Prior to the 2017 fall program the
Christian Education Committee surveyed the parents of the Church School children; from that input the
Committee changed the date and time of the classes from the traditional Sunday schedule to a Wednesday
evening experience. Along with that change the Committee also took the lead in starting the Wednesday
Evening Dinners for the children and those who choose to join them; a welcomed move that is enjoyed by
those who partake. The success of both of these efforts is due to the commitment and energy of those
involved in the Christian Education program who generously give of their time and talents; along with many
other individuals and groups at Zion who also assist in providing and serving meals. Anyone who has the time
on Wednesday evenings for a quick meal with the children of our congregation, are not only welcomed but
encouraged to join them.
Every week we experience the impact from the quiet efforts of so many individuals in this congregation. It
is through their work that brings us Sunday scripture readings and music, they greet and hold the door open for
us when we enter the Church, they hand us bulletins and provide us coffee along with treats after services,
they visit our shut-in members and each week others deliver Sunday bulletins so those same individuals can
follow our services via the radio which other Zion members ensure are broadcasted, they participate in
committees that deal with a wide variety aspects, they work in the kitchen for funeral services; so on and so
on. Truly, the attention and efforts of so many in this congregation is what makes for a successful and
meaningful existence of our Church. As President I thank all of you for your commitment, support and
involvement in the life of Zion United Church of Christ.
Wally Johnson
Council President
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Elders’ Report
The Elders of the Zion Church Council are responsible for the following duties:
First: The spiritual life of the congregation.
This has been an exciting year for us as we began our New Pew Bibles Project. Our church received a
gift from the Donald and Doris Brandt Estate, which was used to get new pew Bibles, and we are very grateful
for this memorial. Delores Loewe headed up the project and did a great job of finding just the right ones for
us. Others helped to remove the old ones (from 35 years ago) and placed our new ones in all of the pews. We
will now be able to read Scriptures together as we worship.
We have continued our time of prayer at the beginning of each Council meeting when we pray for a
portion of our members. By the end of the year, every member of our church has been prayed for.
Our prayer project continued, as well, when people of the congregation volunteered to take a list of
names and pray for those members every day, or as often as they could. It has been a blessing to all of the
people involved.
Second: Maintenance of the membership rolls.
We completed our annual review of the membership. Several people were contacted to see if they
wished to continue their membership. We now have a more accurate number of members.
Third: Nominating committee for the elected positions of the church.
This area of responsibility involves recruiting Council members. This year has been a challenging one.
We contacted many people to see if they would consider becoming a Council member. As of now (Dec. 29,
2017), there are still two Deacon Positions open. If anyone feels led to join us on the Council, please let us
know. We would greatly appreciate your willingness to serve our church in this way. It would be a blessing to
have all of the positions filled before the Annual Meeting. We are very thankful for all of the people who have
served on the Council.
Fourth: Fill other committee vacancies.
We thank all of the people who give of their time to work on the committees of our church. Your help
with this work is very much appreciated.
We, as Elders, are very grateful for all of your kindness and support, as we seek to fulfil our duties at Zion
Church. Many blessings to each of you.
Submitted by,
Jane Schuette
Chair of the Elders
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The Trustee Report
2017 was a busy year for the Trustees as we completed many repairs and maintenance projects put forth by the
council and membership of the church. Here is a partial list of projects completed this year.
1. Moved and put up new handicap parking signs in parking lot.
2. Disposed of non-functional and obsolete electrical equipment.
3. Shredded and disposed of old financial records.
Four other special projects were also completed because of the generosity of the members of Zion Church.
1. A piece of Zion that has been missing for several years was re-erected this past year. A new cross
was placed back on the bell tower of the church. This was made possible by the special memorial
gift from the Braun Family in memory of Paul and Mary Braun.
2. A door holder opener was installed on the west door near the kitchen.
3. North narthex carpet was cleaned.
4. Carpeting as you enter into the sanctuary was pulled up, re-glued and reset so as to eliminate a
tripping hazard.
2017 was not without its challenges as well. We continue to face issues with our boiler. We have experienced
times when it becomes too hot as well as others when jackets were required by our membership because it was
too cold. The trustees continue to monitor this issue and we appreciate the patience of the congregation as we
address the challenges as they arise. The trustees wish to lift up special thanks to Glenn Kroehler for his
expertise in monitoring the boiler.
As we move into 2018 we plan to address the following projects.
1. The kitchen floor in social hall is in need of being replaced. We all know the importance of the
kitchen and the members who work in it.
2. Signage for the northwest entrance of our parking lot. We want to avoid having heavy trucks and
traffic use our parking lot as a pass through.
Thanks to all the members for the continued financial support of all the projects completed this past year. We
need to continue to be good stewards of this wonderful building. We also must give thanks to God and our
fore fathers and mothers who blessed us with this house of worship we call Zion.
Trustee members include, Justin Hale, Wally Johnson, Vic Lueders, and Norm Pioske
Thank you for the opportunity to serve,
Norm Pioske
Chair of the Trustees
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Deacons’ Report
For 2017, Cindy Braun, Sylvia Reinhardt, and Mary Trimbo served as Deacons on the Church Council.
The primary responsibility of the Deacons is to prepare and present a proposed budget to the Church Council.
Once the Council reviews, discusses, and approves the proposed budget, the budget proposal is presented at
the annual meeting of the congregation for discussion and approval.
The Deacons are also responsible for the staffing of Ushers and Greeters for the various Zion worship
services. Ushers are assigned from the Time and Talent Sheets, if no one has already signed up for this
important task. The list of ushers and greeters is published at the beginning of the month in the Zion Herald.
The Deacons want to thank all of the members who faithfully sign up to serve as ushers and greeters. Your
help is very much appreciated. We would also like to encourage more members to consider volunteering for
this important aid to worship services. Special thanks to Head Usher, Ron Weyl, for his stable presences and
Herculean efforts to secure ushers when the ranks are not complete on Sunday morning.
Mary Trimbo
Chair of the Deacons

Christian Education Committee
Bob Braun
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Music Committee
2017 was another year full of wonderful opportunities to praise God through music in a variety of different
ways. Choir met weekly to practice from January through May and again from September through December.
We were also blessed with a couple new members. We sang at two services a month from January through
May and then again from September through December. Choir also provided music for the Ash Wednesday
service, one Lenten service in February, an Easter cantata, the Good Friday service, and one Christmas Eve
service. We also went caroling at three assisted living facilities in Le Sueur on the Wednesday before
Christmas.
Bells got together to practice every other week from February through May and then weekly during the month
of December. Bells played at one service in the spring and one service in December. The music committee
met two times during the year. Praise Band practiced on Sunday evenings and provided music for church
services six times throughout the year.
It has been a wonderful year of sharing our love of music with others, laughing together, and supporting each
other through both times of blessing and times of sadness. What a blessing it is to be a part of such a
wonderful group of individuals! I look forward to the many opportunities 2018 will bring.
Stephanie Laabs
Director of Music

Ruth Circle
Ruth Circle meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month, September through May, in the Fireside Room. Ruth Circle is open
to all women of Zion Church and would love to welcome additional members. Our meetings include a Bible study led
by Pastor Jean, and we are currently using the book, “God Is In The Laundry Room”. Our meetings also include a
business meeting, followed by prayer and a light lunch.
Annually from our “widow’s mite” monthly offering, we provide a poinsettia plant for the Christmas services and a lily
at Easter. In April we again visited Gardenview Nursing Home and served ice cream and cookies to the residents, with
Herb Krenz joining us to provide musical entertainment. We sponsored a radio broadcast in memory of our deceased
member, Joyce Weber, and will be doing the same for our recently deceased members, Ruby Rohloff and Betty
Mollenhauer. We sadly miss these wonderful women, along with another dear friend, Lois Andresen, who has moved to
New Brighton, MN, and can no longer attend our meetings.
We provided monetary gifts to the Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and the Parking Lot Project. In November
we sent gifts to residents at the St. Peter Regional Treatment Center for Christmas and, we say “Thank You!” to those
members of the congregation who joined us in that effort. At our December meeting we again packed Christmas treat
bags for the children to be distributed the evening of the Christmas program.
At our December meeting we have a noon potluck lunch following which we pack the treat bags. In May we have a
noon potluck lunch and a meeting to decide on how we will distribute our funds to various organizations.
Submitted by:
Delores Loewe
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Grief Support Group
For many years we at Zion Church have reached out to our members who have lost a loved one. It is
important to us to reach out to the families when a loved one has passed away, to give them comfort and
extend our thoughts and prayers and to let them know that we at Zion are thinking of them in their time of
sorrow.
A letter is sent out to tell them that we truly care and that God gives us comfort as it is stated in Matthew
11:12; “Rejoice and be glad for your reward is great in heaven.”
At any time if anyone feels the need to talk to someone, please contact Pastor Kent or Pastor Jean.
Sincerely,
Judy Dhaene
Assistant for Grief Care

Funeral Committee
We, the Funeral Committee, are here to serve luncheons for funerals from our community. For 2017 we have
served eleven luncheons.
With the money donated to the funeral committee we are looking into new kitchen area flooring.
Many thanks to all who worked and brought food.
Sylvia Denzer
Chairperson

The Scholarship Committee
The Scholarship Committee meets once or twice a year to review applications for the scholarships provided by
our church. All applicants must meet the criteria set by the committee and fill out an application.
Scholarships of $100-$250 will be awarded depending on the number of applicants received.
Carrie Pioske
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Zion Prayer Chain
“Trust in God at all times, O people: pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.” Psalm 62:8 (NIV)
The Zion Prayer Chain is a group of 23 people who receive prayer requests via email or phone calls. We also
pray for the concerns and joys expressed during the Sunday services. We welcome any requests that might be
sent to our church office, as well. We are asked to pray for people in difficult situations and in times of
thanksgiving.
Many people have expressed their appreciation for our prayers. They have felt strengthened, comforted, and
more peaceful knowing that their needs are being brought to the throne of God by our prayer chain. We also
give God our thanks and praise for all of the blessings that are shared. We are thankful and privileged to be a
part of this ministry of prayer at Zion Church.
This year, we are happy to report that we had the opportunity to be Prayer Partners with the Confirmands. This
mentoring program allows us to get to know our young people, to share our faith in Jesus, and to pray for each
other. What a blessing this is for all of us!
If you would like to pray for others, or if you would like us to pray for you, please contact Pastor Kent at 507665-6441, phone Judy at 507-665-6761 or Jane at 612-203-5383. We always welcome others who would like
to be a part of the Zion Prayer Chain.
Many blessings,
Jane Schuette
Prayer Chain Member

Altar Committee
The Zion Altar Committee meets in late fall to set up the Communion schedule for the next year. We prepare
communion and clean up after communion. At Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas we decorate the church.
We also put flowers out on the altar every Sunday before worship.
Members of the committee are: Vic and Shelby Lueders, Don and Bonita Boehne, Roger and Mavis
Grimmelman, Scott and Lauralie Antell, Norman Pioske, and Glen and Lois Braun, with Roger and Joan
Reinhardt helping with the holiday decoration. Larry & Cindy Lehman have requested to be taken off the
committee, Edith Mutch has moved out of state so is no longer a member.
New members this year are Amy Thelemann, and Jim & Gail Fitzpatrick. We are always open for new
members, if you are interested, please contact us. If there is a conflict with your month to work, switching
with other members is always an option. We’d love to have you join us.
Submitted by:
Lois Braun
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Social Hour Committee
(No Report Submitted)
Committee members:
Bonita Boehne, Elaine Cronk, Amy Thelemann, Marla Mueller

The Historical Committee
2018-2019 will be busy years for our Historical Committee. Zion United Church of Christ will be celebrating
our 150th Anniversary in 2019. The celebration will begin in September of 2018, and culminate the
anniversary in the spring of 2019, with a daughter of our congregation as guest speaker, that being Lindsay
Braun.
Every month will have a speaker or activity to commemorate the 150th Anniversary. These activities will be
announced this summer.
The picture board with former pastors will be finished soon and will be in the overflow room wall.
We are looking forward to 2019 and Zion Church’s anniversary
Zion Church Historical Committee
Judy Felmlee, Shelby Lueders, John Loewe and Sarah Schuette.

Food Shelf
In their hunger you gave them bread…
Nehemiah 9:15
The mission of the Le Sueur Food Shelf is to provide nutritious food for the hungry in the Le Sueur area. We
are an all – volunteer group with representation from each of the churches in Le Sueur. Pastor Carl Bruihler of
First Lutheran is the Chairman of the board. Each church is responsible for staffing it two months a year.
Zion will staff the months of February and August. The Food Shelf is open on Tuesday and Thursday from
2:00-3:30. In the last year we have been open from 3:00 – 6:00 on the second Tuesday of the month.
Volunteers and donations are accepted any time, but our large food drives are – the Minnesota FoodShare
March campaign and the USPS Mail Carrier food drive. Other donations are supported by Church and school
groups, business, civic and community organizations, grants and individual gifts. We could not support this
mission without volunteers who so faithfully and generously give their time.
Thank you,
Cindy Braun
Zion Food Shelf coordinator
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Veterans Appreciation
Each year on Veteran’s Day, several people from our church, phone veterans who are Zion members. We
thank them for their service to our country and for their willingness to serve in the military for our freedoms.
It has been a real blessing for us to hear stories of how their faith in the Lord helped them through many
difficult experiences. We have been privileged to speak with many age groups, from WWII veterans to those
currently in the military. They are always so appreciative of our calls.
This year for Veterans’ Day, Pastor Kent asked veterans who were present in worship, to stand and be
recognized for their service. It was another special way for Zion Church to honor our veterans and their
commitment to our country.
If you know of any veteran from our congregation who would like to be remembered on Veterans’ day with a
call, please phone the church office, and we will be glad to add them to our list. We want our veterans to
know how very much they are appreciated on that special day and every day!
Gratefully,
Jane Schuette

Zion Praise Band
The Zion Praise Band is an all-volunteer group that started in the fall of 2005. We have now been providing
music for some of Zion’s services for the last 12 ½ years. We have gained and lost members through the
years and currently are looking for some new members. The current group is Barb Kley, Adam Levine, Sue
Felmlee, Kristen Nepper, Pastor Jean Sidner, Vic Lueders and myself. We could really use someone to play
the piano when Barb Kley is gone and also another singer or two. We currently play for 5 to 6 services per
year providing all the service music (prelude, hymns, special music, and postlude). We try to play a wide
variety of uplifting spiritual music and have a lot of fun along the way. Thank you!
Brian Braun
Zion Praise Band Leader
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Stewardship/Mission Committee Annual Report
From the perspective of this committee, 2017 was a very positive year. The budget was met, parking lot and
operating debts retired, a $3,000 challenge for hurricane relief was met, and you responded to a number of
special benevolence requests. Many of these special needs have been the focus of Mission Moments
described periodically.
Other activities in this past year:
- A bulletin board dedicated to Stewardship news was installed in the Narthax.
- We put a face on our global presence with the hosting of missionaries Don and Mary Jane Westra
whose most recent call was Honduras.
- We continue to support the five denominational offerings, meaning we are a “5 for 5”
congregation.
- We have implemented a new style offering envelope pad.
- We have supported the Wednesday Night Supper and activities.
- With the theme of how our church community supports us like a family, we organized a successful
Commitment/Consecration Sunday. Total commitments were $136,311 from 58 cards returned.
- A congregational time and talent survey was done.
- Pastor Kent attended a Money and Ministry Conference at UTS.
We as a committee extend our appreciation to you as a congregation for your willingness to see, and respond
to the needs we have lifted up. Also a special thanks to the Social Hour Committee for their work in preparing
and serving the Consecration Sunday Brunch; to all those who helped us make invitation calls; and to the
speakers who testified to their relationship to Zion Church.
Committee Members:
Pastor Kent Meyer
Delores Loewe, Council Representative
Sue Kahle
Ryan Thelemann
John Loewe
Jan Loewe
David Braun

Memorial Committee
The Memorial Committee advises the church council on use of memorial gifts, considering a variety of
projects and a wish list proposed by members. Some of these gifts are designated for specific purposes and
some are undesignated and may be used as needed for expenses like radio, music, youth programs, etc. On
Remembrance Sunday, November 19th, memorials spent in the past two years were acknowledged. Please
speak with one of the Committee members if you have questions or proposals for use of undesignated
memorials.
Jill Palmer
Sue Felmlee
Betty Jo Braun
Cindy Braun, Council Representative
Pastor Kent, ex-officio
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2017 STATISTICAL REPORT
Additions
New Members
Confirmation
Other
Total

2
7
1
9

Baptisms
5
In Memorium – 2017
Norman DeMaris
Lillian Tiegs
June Hoppe
Eugene Hoppe
Don Brandt
Marion Adams
Shirley Hill
Richard Tupy
Ruby Rohloff
Betty Mollenhauer
Neil “Jack” Smith
Dale Felmlee
Kenneth Braun

Losses
Deaths
12
Transfers
0
Inactive
17
Removal
3
Other
5
Total 37

Membership
As of 1/1/17
Additions
Losses
As of 1/1/17

Weddings
0

Funerals
13

January 2017
January 2017
January 2017
March 2017
April 2017
June 2017
June 2017
October 2017
November 2017
December 2017
December 2017
December 2017
December 2017

Attendance
Average Sunday Attendance
January – May & September – December
June – August

95
67

Ash Wednesday
50
Seder Meal
19
Good Friday
46
Easter
First service
198
Second service
2
Thanksgiving (ecumenical service)
75
Christmas Eve Services (Total of both) 181
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Investment Funds Report
UNITED CHURCH FUNDS
ACTIVITY JANUARY 1, 2017 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2017

Housing
Combined
Scholarship
Memorial
Funeral
Endowment
I&B
Horrisberger
Family
Horrisberger
Family Fixed
Brandt Estate
Brenke Estate

ACCOUNT
NUMBER
360813
360814
88%
10%
2%
360812
360816

01/01/2017
$62,690.90
$19,701.61

ADDITION
WITHDRAWL
TOTAL
TOTAL
$8,636.22
$3,372.12
$3,112.80
$0.00

Amount
available for
use
12/31/2017
$8,359.00
$22,814.41

CURRENT
BALANCE
$67,955.00
$22,814.41
$20,076.68
$2,281.44
$456.29

$59,341.56
$358.05

$9,226.53
$56.56

$3,796.84
$0.00

$64,771.25
$414.61

$2,450.25
$414.61

360817-5R

$159,828.70

$24,809.99

$11,255.26

$173,383.43

$7,088.95

360817-2R
360821
360820

$188,017.38

$7,221.33
$5,690.42
$84,107.51
$142,861.36

$12,193.19
$0.00
$0.00
$30,617.41

$183,045.52
$5,690.42
$84,107.51
$602,182.15

$489,938.20
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Zion Fellowship 2017
The Zion Fellowship had one major fundraiser in 2017. The Spring Luncheon in March made $2,676.17. We
also did the Holiday Country Store during the Roast Beef Dinner at the end of October which made $373.25
For our project in 2017 we gave $1,000.00 toward a Wish List for the Trustees and we gave $500 to the
Hurricane Relief Project.
We honored the 2017 Graduation Class of Zion Church with a Graduation gift.
We provided poinsettias for the Friendly Visitors to give to the members of our congregation that can’t come
to church.
Submitted by
Sue Felmlee
Zion Fellowship Treasurer
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INCOME
Silent Supper
2)Spring Event
3)Bank Interest
4)Misc.
EXPENSES
A) Communion cups
B) Dining Room/Kitchen
EVENTS
D) Fall/Spring Meeting
E) Silent Supper
F) Spring Luncheon
G) Postage/Misc.
H) Project Fund
I) Contingency Fund
MISSION-ZION
J) Camp Fees
K) Shut in gifts
L) Choir Appreciation
M) High School Grad gift
N) Library
O) Discretionary Fund
P) Radio Fund
Q)Teacher Appreciation
R) Vacation Bible School
S) Youth Discretionary
T)SCS Bibles
U)Scholarship
MISSIONS-OUTSIDE
V) Courage Center
W) Grameen Foundation
X) MN Valley Hospice
Y) Emmaus Home
Z) MSU Campus Ministries
AA) CUE
BB) Pilgrim Point Camp
CC) CADA House
DD) Children Home Society MN
EE)Kids Against Hunger
FF) Local food shelf Nic,LS,Sibley
GG)Rotary Backpack Program
HH)Theresa House
Amazing Grace Home
TOTAL

2016
$0.00
$3,112.84
$21.26
$311.90
$3,446.00
2016
BUDGET
$100.00
$200.00

2016
ACTUAL
$0.00
$34.54

2017
$1,152.00
$2,676.17
$23.44
$365.00
$4,216.61
2017
BUDGET
$100.00
$200.00

2017
ACTUAL
$0.00
$77.78

$25.00
$100.00
$1,500.00
$30.00
$2,000.00
$500.00

$0.00
$0.00
$1,344.26
$0.00
$2,000.00
$200.00

$25.00
$100.00
$1,500.00
$30.00
$2,000.00
$500.00

$0.00
$43.13
$1,220.83
$0.00
$1,000.00
$500.00

$25.00
$100.00
$1,500.00
$30.00
$2,000.00
$500.00

$300.00
$200.00
$50.00
$200.00
$0.00
$100.00
$125.00
$50.00
$200.00
$300.00
$150.00
$400.00

$200.00
$59.87
$50.00
$126.70
$0.00
$100.00
$125.00
$50.00
$200.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$300.00
$200.00
$50.00
$200.00
$0.00
$100.00
$125.00
$50.00
$200.00
$300.00
$150.00
$400.00

$0.00
$87.00
$50.00
$78.29
$0.00
$100.00
$125.00
$50.00
$200.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$300.00
$100.00
$50.00
$150.00
$0.00
$200.00
$130.00
$50.00
$200.00
$0.00
$100.00
$0.00

$100.00
$100.00
$150.00
$100.00
$0.00
$100.00
$200.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$300.00
$300.00
$100.00
$200.00
$8,480.00

$100.00
$100.00
$150.00
$100.00
$0.00
$100.00
$200.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$300.00
$300.00
$100.00
$200.00
$6,440.37

$100.00
$100.00
$150.00
$100.00
$0.00
$100.00
$200.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$300.00
$300.00
$100.00
$200.00
$8,480.00

$100.00
$100.00
$150.00
$100.00
$0.00
$100.00
$200.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$300.00
$300.00
$100.00
$200.00
$5,482.03

$100.00
$100.00
$150.00
$100.00
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2018
BUDGET
ACTUAL
$100.00
$100.00

$100.00
$200.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$300.00
$300.00
$100.00
$200.00
$7,580.00

Annual Report of the Congregation 2017
Report of the Nominating Committee
The Board of Elders, acting as your nominating committee, presents the following slate for
Zion Church Council. Nominations may be received from the floor.
SAMPLE BALLOT
Annual Meeting – January 29, 2017
For Elder

(vote for one)

(
(

David Braun
__________________________

)
)

For Deacon

(vote for two)

(
(

Gail Fitzpatrick
__________________________

)
)

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
(
)
Angie Mueller
(

)

Tonya Kahle

29

(3 year term)

(3 year term)
(3 year term)
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COUNCIL MEMBER BIOGRAPHIES
David Braun Biography
I was born into, and raised in this congregation. I am also old enough to have some vague memories of the red
brick church on Risedorph Street that was the home of Zion before this building.
I have been in church choir for decades, served on the Christian Education Committee, was Sunday School
Superintendent, and was on the Church Council many years ago. I taught 7th grade confirmation for 15+
years, and have been a member of the Stewardship/Mission Committee for the last 5 years.
My wife Betty Jo and I have three grown children, and two grandchildren. We are both retired, Betty Jo from
school counseling, and I from farming.
I have consented to be on the ballot because I firmly believe that my responsibility to my Church involves
both financial support, and a gift of time and effort.

Gail Fitzpatrick Biography
I am Gail Fitzpatrick. My parents are Mary and the late Don Pioske. I am the oldest of eight siblings and we
all were baptized and confirmed here at Zion.
My parents were very active at Zion and served on many committees. My dad was a Sunday School teacher
for many years also.
My husband is Jim and he served on committees also and helped teach Sunday School. We have three
children, Ryan Brandon, and Misty. They also have been baptized and confirmed at Zion. We have four
grand kids.
I have worked for the LSH Schools for 17 years. I have taught Sunday School for 16 years and I am now
serving on the Altar Committee.
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Auditing Committee
As your auditing committee we have reviewed office accounting procedures with the Church Bookkeeper, and
reviewed what the Church Council sees on a regular basis. We have verified balances and reconciliations of
the checking accounts and savings accounts against the bank statements and pass books. We have also
reviewed the funds invested with the United Church Foundation. We believe the Financial Report for the
2017 year accurately reflects the financial condition of Zion Church as of December 31. 2017.

Committee Members:

David Braun

Gary Thelemann
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2017 ACCOUNTS and 2018 BUDGET
GENERAL ACCOUNT BEGINNING BALANCE
January 1,
2017

$-128.73

Account
4.101.101
4.101.112
4.101.113
4.010.114
4.101.115
4.101.116
4.101.117
4.101.120
4.101.122
4.101.123
4.101.124
4.101.125
4.101.126
4.101.127
4.101.128
4.101.135
4.101.141
4.101.142
4.101.143
4.101.146
4.101.148
4.101.150
4.101.152
4.101.153
4.101.154
4.101.155
4.101.156
4.101.160

Account Name
Recorded Contributions
Loose Offerings
Initial Offerings
Sunday School Offerings
Zion Herald Contributions
Radio Contributions
Coffee hour donations
Vacation church school
Sunday school Christmas
Reimbursements & Misc. Income
Confirmation reimbursements
CE Event, Fund Raising & Advent
SCS appreciation
Youth Account
Fellowship Events
SCS Special Mission
Easter Flowers
Poinsettias
Beef Dinner income
Misc. & Directed Benevolence
Designated income-bulletins
Investment Income
Checking acct. interest
Housing Fund Income
choir appreciation income
Building Fund Income
Facility Use Income
Anniversary Income
Total Income

4.101.119
4.101.130
4.101.131
4.101.133
4.101.200
4.101.201
4.101.202

Out Reach-Easter & Holy Week
Out Reach-Neighbors in Need
Out Reach-One Great Hour of sharing
Out Reach-Christmas Offering
Out Reach-Local Food Shelf
Out Reach-Strengthen the Church
Seminary Support CUE
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2017
Jan-Dec
Actuals
$200,278.97
1271.59
197.65
1257.32
256.00
8493.87
879.78
50.00
223.00
1537.51
000
2793.80
0.00
414.50
460.00
20.00
260.00
470.00
4628.50
0.00
371.50
0.00
8.22
2970.94
0.00
11821.00
50.00
0
$238714.15

2017
Jan-Dec
Budget
260000.00
2500.00
200.00
0
1000.00
9000.00
800.00
0.00
0.00
1000.00
552.00
0.00
150.00
500.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
5800.00
0.00
650.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
60.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
$282212.00

252782.00
2500.00
200.00
0.00
1000.00
9000.00
800.00
0.00
0.00
1000.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
500.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
5000.00
0.00
650.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
$273432.00

3234.00
1320.00
1566.16
2097.85
$60.00
475.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

2018
Budget
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4.101.200

4.101.400
4.200.001

5.100.001
5.100.002
5.100.004

5.100.011
5.100.012
5.100.013
5.100.014
5.100.016
5.100.017
5.100.015
5.100.003

5.200.001
5.200.002
5.200.003
5.200.005
5.200.007
5.200.008
5.200.009
5.200.010
5.200.011
5.200.012
5.200.013
5.200.14
5.200.015
5.200.016
5.200.017

Misc. Out Reach OfferingDiscretionary

$8180.50

12000.00

$1200.00

Out Reach Ministries Income

$16933.51

$0.00

$0.00

Transfer In
Capital Fund transfer In
Total Transfers

0.00
28653.75
28653.75

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Total Income & Donations

$284301.41

$282212.00

$285432.00

Missions

$15000.00
4980.00
$6102.15
$24,922.98

$15,000.00
$3360.00
$6,500.00
$26,360.00

$15,000.00
$4170.00
$6,760.00
$26,380.00

Out Reach-Local Food Shelf (Misc.)
Out Reach-Easter & Holy Week
Out Reach-Neighbors in Need
Out Reach-One Great Hour of sharing
Out Reach-Christmas Offering
Out Reach-Strengthen the Church
Out Reach-Thanksgiving
Seminary Support CUE
Out Reach Ministries

$2,031.00
$1,872.00
$1,495.42
$1,465.53
$5,221.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$12,084.95

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Missions & Out Reach Ministries

$37,007.93

$26,360.00

$26,380.00

$60,000.00
$24,000.00

$60,000.00
$19,200.00

$60,000.00
$19,200.00

$1,885.50

$2,400.00

$2,400.00

$23,646.84
$5,962.52
$3,887.50
$4,899.34
$0.00
$0.00
$1,352.00
$3,014.75
$714.00
$7,584.25
$1,981.41
$0.00

$25,740.00
$7,300.00
$4,050.00
$5,000.00
$250.00
$250.00
$2,700.00
$3,000.00
$5,400.00
$10,080.00
$2,500.00
$200.00

$30,160.00
$6,240.00
$3,500.00
$4,500.00
$0.00
$250.00
$1,500.00
$3,200.00
$0.00
$14,960.00
$1,600.00
$150.00

OCWM
Dues Per capita
Radio Ministry

Senior Pastor Salary & Housing
Visitation Pastor Salary
Christian Education & Youth
Coordinator
Administrative
Secretary/Bookkeeper
Custodians salaries
Senior Choir & Bell Director
Organist salaries
Special Musicians
Pulpit supply
Workman's Comp Insurance
FICA employer's contribution
Sr. Pastor - TSA
Sr. Pastor Pension
Sr. Pastor Mileage
Staff Cont. Ed
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5.200.020
5.200.022
5.200.023
5.200.025
5.200.026
5.200.027

Sr. Pastor cont. ed.
Visitation Pastor Mileage
Sr. Pastor Expense Misc.
Sr. Pastors Health Ins
Sr. Pastors Life Ins
Sr. Pastors Dental Ins
Staff

5.300.001
5.300.002
5.300.003
5.300.004
5.300.005
5.300.006
5.300.007
5.300.008
5.300.009
5.300.010
5.300.011
5.300.012

$1,162.88
$974.35
$658.42
$15,751.75
$3,816.25
$618.75
$161,910.51

$1,500.00
$1,000.00
$700.00
$900.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$16,000.00
$21,252.00
$1,080.00
$3,600.00
$1,200.00
$1,185.00
$169,550.00 $176,597.00

Church Insurance expense
Church Utilities
Church phones-Internet
Pastor's Phone
Custodial expenses
Property maintenance
Office equip & Maintenance
Snow/lawn care
Elevator maintenance
Office supplies
Kitchen Supplies
Postage
Loan Interest Expense & Bank
Charges
Vanco Invoice Payment
Equipment Maintenance
Operations and Maintenance

$7,889.16
$15,361.34
$2,223.53
$0.00
$1,718.77
$22,619.31
$2,629.42
$2,870.00
$721.40
$3,002.43
$208.82
$1,402.65

$8,700.00
$20,000.00
$2,300.00
$0.00
$2,000.00
$10,000.00
$3,000.00
$3,000.00
$650.00
$2,500.00
$200.00
$1,100.00

$9,800.00
$16,000.00
$2,400.00
$0.00
$1,500.00
$10,000.00
$3,000.00
$2,000.00
$800.00
$3,000.00
$250.00
$1,800.00

$569.06
$76.55
$1,556.80
$62,849.24

$500.00
$0.00
$800.00
$54,750.00

$500.00
$420.00
$1,000.00
$52,470.00

5.400.001
5.400.002
5.400.003
5.400.004
5.400.005
5.400.006
5.400.007

Curriculum for CE
General supplies for CE
VBS (Zion's Share)
Tuition/Mileage for CE
CE special events & Fund Raising
Youth programming
Adult Education
Christian Education

$1,103.88
$205.83
$575.00
$0.00
$5,225.52
$283.40
$0.00
$7,393.63

$1,200.00
$325.00
$375.00
$100.00
$200.00
$100.00
$0.00
$2,300.00

$1,000.00
$300.00
$375.00
$100.00
$3,000.00
$300.00
$150.00
$5,075.00

5.500.001
5.500.002
5.500.003
5.500.004
5.500.005
5.500.006
5.500.007
5.200.009
5.500.010
5.500.011
5.500.012

Choir expense
Bell Expense
Special Events
Communion Expenses
Bulletin Expenses
Contribution Envelopes
Worship supplies-candles, oil, etc.
Flowers
Delegate Expense
Petty cash-Postage
Devotional books-Upper Room

$95.00
$70.16
$6.10
$139.06
$243.34
$330.71
$448.21
$1,287.79
$0.00
$20.00
$427.80

$200.00
$100.00
$250.00
$100.00
$500.00
$400.00
$800.00
$216.00
$750.00
$100.00
$400.00

$100.00
$100.00
$150.00
$100.00
$500.00
$340.00
$400.00
$1,200.00
$750.00
$100.00
$400.00

5.300.014
5.300.015
5.300.017
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5.500.013
5.500.014
5.500.015
5.500.016
5.500.017
5.500.018
5.500.020
5.500.023
5.500.024
5.500.025
5.500.026
5.500.028
5.500.029

Social Hour Expense
Stewardship Expenses
Confirmation Expense
Fellowship Events Expense
Special Gift Expense
Special reimbursement Expense
Beef dinner Expense
Equipment Purchases
Historical Expense
Music license
Miscellaneous Expense
Praise Band Expense
Advertising
Programs

$198.77
$0.00
$620.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$2,347.09
$2,398.80
$35.88
$563.00
$0.00
$0.00
$607.10
$9,838.81

$250.00
$200.00
$400.00
$100.00
$200.00
$550.00
$2,300.00
$0.00
$50.00
$400.00
$50.00
$100.00
$400.00
$8,816.00

$200.00
$200.00
$0.00
$0.00
$100.00
$0.00
$2,400.00
$0.00
$250.00
$1,000.00
$1,300.00
$100.00
$500.00
$10,190.00

5.700.001
5.700.002

Building Expense
Capital Payback

$9,441.04
$0.00
$9,441.04

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$2,225.90

$0.00

$0.00

Building Projects
5.800.001

Transfer Out
Total Expense

$290,667.06

$261,776.00 $270,712.00

GENERAL ACCOUNT ENDING BALANCE
December 31, 2016…….-$88.73 ($12,254.01 bank balance less outstanding checks of $12,342.74)
BALANCES IN COMBINED CHECKING ACCOUNT
FUND
Designated
funds
Funeral
Memorial
Capital Exp.
BLDG Fund
HVAC
Parking Lot

Beginning balance

Plus Income

minus expenses

ending
balance

$3,898.14
$4,704.89
$9,758.78
$2,000.00

$1,050.00
$2,037.18
$21,005.84
$0.00

-$3,962.41
-$126.87
-$20,064.83
-$2,000.00

$985.73
$6,615.20
$10,699.79
$0.00

$440.77
$4,000.00

$3,330.00
$105,542.20

-$2,561.40
-$105,227.41
Grand Total

$1,209.37
$4,314.79
$23,824.88
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Zion United Church of Christ: Our Purpose
Called . . . by God
to worship God, to hear God’s Word, to give God
praise, honor, and glory.
(John 4:23-24)
Committed . . . to Christ
to witness by sharing our faith in Christ, God’s love,
forgiveness, and grace, and the Good News of the Gospel.
(John 1:6 & Philemon 6)
Connected . . . in the Holy Spirit
to work together using the gifts and fruits of
the Holy Spirit in serving others and in joyful fellowship.
(Romans 12:6-8; Galatians 5:22-23;
Ephesians 4:11-13; Psalm 112:5 & 9)
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